Learning and Teaching Centre—Instructional Materials Developers

Combat wordiness: avoid ready-made phrases

If you write a phrase you’ve heard many times before, stop and consider how to say it
differently. Ready-made phrases are dull, wordy, and often meaningless. Usually you can
replace these weary phrases with one word or discard them.

Instead of: Write:
“along the [INES Of .....eeeeeeeee e e e “like”
“asamatter of fact” ..o discard
“as the Case MAY DB .....oo e e e discard
B 18- 111 4 [ T=T RSP “always”
“at the present time”/“at this point in time”/“as of the moment” .............. “now,” “currently”
“at the same time that” ... “while”
DY AN JArZE” .. e discard
“come to the realization” ... “realize”
“concerning the matter Of” ... “about,” “regarding”
“due to the fact that” ... “because”
“during the CoUrse OF” ... “while”
“EaCh aNnNd EVEIY ONE” ..o e e e “each one,” “every one”
“for all intents and PUIPOSES” ........eiiiiciieie e discard
“FULUNE PrOSPECES” .ttt e e are e e e e arees “prospects”
“IN Al TIKEITNOOA” ....coeiieeceeece e e e e e e e “likely”
“IN all Probability” ... “probably”
“in spite of the fact that” .......ccooiiii i “although”
“INThe @VENT That” ... “if,” “should”
“In the final ANAlYSIS” ...eiiiiieee e discard
“in the near future”/“in the not too distant future” .........cccccevvvvvvcvvneeerennnnn. “soon”
“in today’s society”/“in this day and age” .......ccoueeeieeeeiieeecee e “today,” “now”
“interestingly @NOUGh” .......ooo i discard
B T o o Tl T X o =T 1 SR “finally”
B 02 Te T ST o gl =T SRR discard
“ON @ daily basis” ... e “daily”
“on account of the fact that”/“on the grounds that”/“on the basis of” ....... “because”
“one of the most interesting” ... e discard
“owing tothe fact that” ... “because”
“somewhere in the neighbourhood of” .........ccccveiiiiiiciie e, “about,” “near”
“the eNd reSUIL” e e a e e e “the result”
“the fact that” ..o e e discard
“the Majority OF .o “most”
“the majority of INStANCES” ..cc..eeeeeeee e “often,” “usually”
“UNTIT SUCH tIME @S” . et e e e e e e “until”
“we are of the opinNioN that” ... “we believe,” “we think”
“With the eXCePLION Of . ..ceiie e “except for”
“While at the SamMe tiMe” .......cooo i “while”
J A tip from the BCIT editing community
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Tweaking words to shine the distance



