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Public

Domain?

Public Domain
An author’s works
is protected for a
term that is
generally
measured by life
of the author plus
fifty years. If the
author as been
dead for fifty
years, the work
moves into the
public domain.

Is the Material
Your Own?

Licensed by

Creative
Commons?

Licensed by
Creative Commons

Licensed Online
Resource?

A Journal Article or
Book Chapter?

Authors/creators
use a Creative
Commons license
to give the public
permission to share
and use their
creative works
under conditions
specified by the
author. (i.e. “Some
Rights Reserved”)

Unpublished Course Notes

If you are the sole author, and the work has not been published
elsewhere under a limiting agreement, you are the copyright-holder
and may use it as you please. If you are not the author, please be
aware that unpublished works are still copyrighted, and permission

must be obtained.

Licensed Online
Resources

BCIT licenses
many online
resources for its
staff, faculty, and
current students
including online
journals, eBooks
and other types of
information.

Best practice:
Post a persistent
link to licensed
material (i.e.
“permalink”)

An Article or Chapter
Cite material used. Copies
must include a credit to
the author and source of
the materials; include a
clearly visible notice on
the materials . For
example:

“This copy is made solely
for your personal use for
research, private study,
education, criticism or
review only. Further
reproduction,
distribution, transmission,
dissemination, or any
other uses, may be an
infringement of copyright
if done without securing
the permission of the
copyright owner."

Contact copyright@bcit.ca

The Internet?

Websites, images,
videos, blogs, etc.
In general, if
assessed as “Fair
Dealing,” materials
that are freely
available on
internet can be
reproduced for
educational
purposes.

Check the website's
'Terms of Use', or
'Legal Notices' for
specific restrictions
or notice that you
must have
permission from
copyright owner to
copy and make
available to
multiple users.

Questions?

Digital Media?

DVDs, CD-Rom
Purchasing or
owning a physical
work or physical
object, does not
give the purchaser
any Intellectual
Property rights
that the copyright
owner has.

Purchasers are
limited in what
they can do by
specific terms and
conditions of use
(i.e. copy to
shared drive or
laptop?)

Check for visible
notice on
materials or the
“Terms of Use.”



