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� InWURduFWiRn Building BCIT is a cXltXral landscaSe stXd\� an e[amination oI toda\�s camSXs � its 
EXildings and landscaSe � Ior elements that can Ee seen as YalXaEle signs oI the 
,nstitXte�s cXltXre Irom its inceStion to the Sresent da\� 

3URMHFW InWHnW Dnd 2uWFRPHV

7he oYerall intent oI the docXmentation oI the cXltXral landscaSe histor\ oI the BC,7 
camSXs is to Xnderstand the Sh\sical changes to the camSXs oYer time that reIlect 
historical changes in land Xse� Solic\ and goYernance� demograShics� teaching and 
cXrricXlXm� 7his Xnderstanding oI the signiIicant IeatXres oI the camSXs and hoZ 
the\ relate to its histor\ is intended to eYolYe into a series oI recommendations and 
gXidelines to ensXre that IXtXre camSXs deYeloSment does not imSact the historical 
YalXes oI the Slace�

B\ docXmenting change oYer time Xsing a series oI historical themes as an organi]ing 
strXctXre� imSortant Sh\sical IeatXres and the Za\ the camSXs is Xsed can Ee 
recogni]ed dXring IXtXre Slanning decision�making�

7he e[Sected oXtcomes oI the SroMect inclXde�

f A docXment that Zill Ee a XseIXl and Ile[iEle tool Zith Zhich to Xnderstand the 
heritage YalXe and signiIicant comSonents oI the BC,7 camSXs and a set oI 
recommendations Ior its IXtXre Xse

f A link to Sotential IXtXre design or heritage stXdies and conserYation initiatiYes
f Direction Ior the Xse oI design gXidelines Eased on this docXment that Zill assist in 

conserYing heritage character
f *Xidance Ior the design and constrXction oI neZ EXildings and strXctXres that are 

comSatiEle \et distingXishaEle Zith the e[isting camSXs� and are a SrodXct oI their 
oZn time and Slace

TKH 1DWuUH RI CulWuUDl /DndVFDSHV

A cXltXral landscaSe� or a cXltXrall\ signiIicant landscaSe� is a geograShical area that 
reIlects the interaction EetZeen hXmans and the natXral enYironment�

Parks Canada� in its *Xiding PrinciSles and 2Serational Policies� deIines a cXltXral 
landscaSe as |Any geographical area that has been modified, influenced or given 
special cultural meaning by people.}

7he 81E6C2 World +eritage ConYention 2Serational *Xidelines and AXstralia�s BXrra 
Charter Xse the term cultural landscape to emErace the diYersit\ oI interaction EetZeen 
hXmankind and the natXral enYironment� According to these docXments� cXltXral 
landscaSes and IeatXres inclXde elements sXch as� 

f ArchitectXral Zorks� monXmental scXlStXre� elements or strXctXres oI an 
archaeological natXre

f ComEinations oI interrelated historical IeatXres
f *roXSs oI EXildings� as either seSarate entities or connected clXsters Zhich are 

signiIicant EecaXse oI their architectXre� homogeneit\ or Slace in the landscaSe 
f 6ites� Zhich are Zorks oI hXmankind or the comEined Zorks oI natXre and hXman�

kind Zhich haYe historical YalXe
f An area� land� landscaSe� EXilding or strXctXre� groXS oI EXildings or other Zorks� 

inclXding comSonents� contents� sSaces and YieZs

CXltXral landscaSes Iall into three general categories�

�� 7he designed landscape created intentionall\ E\ a Serson or groXS
�� 7he organically evolved landscape resXlting Irom the social� economic� administra�

tiYe or religioXs occXSanc\ on the land
�� 7he associative landscape that has imSortant intangiEle associations Zith the Sast

,t is imSortant to note that Eoth EXilt IeatXres and the natXral enYironment are intrinsic 
in creating cXltXral landscaSes� Zhich ma\ illXstrate�

f 7he integration oI EXilt� designed and natXral landscaSe elements
f Patterns oI hXman actiYit\ on and aroXnd a site or historic Slace
f Points oI YieZ� ShilosoShies or Za\s oI doing things that are a SrodXct oI a 

SarticXlar Slace and time
f 0eanings Zhich denote Zhat a Slace signiIies� indicates� eYokes or e[Sresses Ior 

certain SeoSle or cXltXres
f Associations� or the sSecial connections that e[ist EetZeen SeoSle and a Slace� 

historic eYent� actiYit\ or Serson

3URMHFW 0HWKRdRlRg\

7his cXltXral landscaSe docXment Zas deYeloSed Xsing the IolloZing methodolog\�

�� DeYeloSment oI the historic conte[t statement

7he historic conte[t statement tells the oYerall stor\ oI the histor\ and deYeloSment oI 
the BC,7 camSXs� An\ heritage EXilding or IeatXre mXst Ee considered in the conte[t 
oI the histor\ and historical geograSh\ oI the area sXrroXnding it in order to oEtain a 
meaningIXl Xnderstanding oI its signiIicance�

DeYeloSed chronologicall\� the conte[t statement Ior the BC,7 camSXs docXments the 
origins oI the camSXs as the PaciIic 9ocational ,nstitXte Sost WW ,, and the oSening 
oI BC,7 in ����� ,t e[Slores the role oI the Yocational and technical institXtion in the 
BC and Zider conte[ts� identiIies the role oI goYernment� and docXments social and 
Sh\sical changes on the camSXs� conclXding Zith changes aIter the merger oI P9, and 
BC,7 in ���� and the emergence oI a Sol\technic institXte in the earl\ ��st centXr\� 

�� Creation oI the thematic IrameZork

+istorical themes are sXccinct Za\s oI descriEing the maMor Iorces or Srocesses that 
haYe contriEXted to the histor\ oI a Slace� 7he\ are XseIXl conte[ts Ior a detailed 
Xnderstanding oI the signiIicance oI a heritage EXilding� strXctXre� landscaSe or eYent� 
DeYeloSed Zith a Eroad scoSe� thematic IrameZorks ensXre that the IXll e[tent oI the 
histor\ oI a landscaSe or Slace is considered� instead oI a IocXs one SarticXlar EXilding 
or time Seriod�



5

The thematic framework for BCIT was developed from the narrative of the historical 
context and on-site observation and documentation, distilling the history of the place 
into five over-arching themes:

Theme A: The Brunette Basin
Theme B: Form and Function
Theme C: Incremental Development
Theme D: Innovation with Industry
Theme E: Building Community Life 

3. Use of the thematic framework to document significant landscape characteristics

Current best practices in the documentation and assessment of cultural landscapes 
uses a series of landscape characteristics to comprehensively identify features of 
heritage significance. Individual features in the landscape are not viewed in isolation, 
but rather in their relationship to the landscape as a whole. The documentation of the 
landscape characteristics of the BCIT campus takes into account all of its features and 
how they represent a particular theme. Landscape characteristics may be important to 
more than one theme; each theme may not necessarily contain every characteristic.

Components of the cultural landscape include:

• Natural systems and features
• Spatial organization
• Land use
• Cultural traditions
• Circulation
• Topography
• Vegetation
• Buildings and structures
• Views and vistas
• Constructed water features
• Small-scale elements
• Archaeological sites 

For each of the five themes, those characteristics that best represent the history em-
bedded within that theme are identified and mapped. 

4. Synthesis of collected information

The collected information from the historic context statement, thematic framework 
and landscape characteristic documentation provides a clear direction for 
heritage conservation, future campus development, and design and interpretation. 
Understanding what is important and why ensures that future decision-making will not 
impact unduly the significant features of the campus.

The information synthesis has resulted in a series of recommendations that address 
next steps, future planning initiatives, conservation strategy, the use of design 
guidelines for both built and landscape elements, and the potential for interpretation 
and public art.

The Cultural Landscape at BCIT

While the BCIT Burnaby campus opened its doors just 50 years ago, the mark of the 
evolution of the institution is evident in its layered cultural landscape, and found in its 
landscape characteristics.

The site’s topography, dominated by a natural basin, and the now-daylighted Guichon 
Creek are natural features that have impacted the development of the site The earli-
est buildings are repetitions of two building types, to suit either classroom or instruc-
tion and hands-on workshop experience, while those dating from the 1960s   reflect a 
European ideal of functional design. While the built environment predominates, traces 
of early social and academic spaces, and ornamental vegetation remain.

These landscape layers and their significant characteristics are documented in the 
thematic sections that follow. 
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7he BC,7 camSXs is sitXated in the BrXnette 5iYer Zatershed that inclXdes 6till Creek 
and� rXnning north�soXth throXgh the BC,7 camSXs� *Xichon Creek� 7he scrXEE\ 
Zooded area Zas Xsed E\ )irst 1ations SeoSle Srimaril\ Ior hXnting �Eear and deer� 
Srior to Eeing logged IolloZing EXroSean settlement�  7he BrXnette Basin�s ZaterZa\s 
Zere historicall\ IXll oI Iish� sXch as Coho� Chinook� and ChXm salmon� cXtthroat and 
rainEoZ troXt� steelhead� Srickl\ scXlSin� stickleEack and others� and IXnctioned as 
imSortant ZildliIe haEitat�  

As timEer lease land sXrroXnded E\ earl\ Iarms � Zith orchards� horses and cattle � 
the natXral enYironment Zas Xtili]ed E\ earl\ saZmills in the area� B\ ���� *Xichon 
Creek had Eecome home to the PhilliSs�+o\t /XmEer ComSan\ Zhich SXt a dam on the 
ZaterZa\ to create a canal Ior transSorting logs to a storage Sond and a saZmill on the 
site noZ occXSied E\ the British ColXmEia ,nstitXte oI 7echnolog\� 7he Sond Eecame a 
IaYoXrite Iishing Slace and sZimming hole Ior the locals� 

,n the \ears IolloZing World War ,,� the second groZth mi[ed Iorest Zas cleared� 
leaYing remnants still eYident at the soXth end oI the site�

TKH InVWiWuWiRn�V BHginningV

7he British ColXmEia ,nstitXte oI 7echnolog\ oSened its doors to nearl\ seYen hXndred 
stXdents in ����� amidst consideraEle celeEration E\ the SroYincial goYernment and 
indXstr\ leaders� 7he eYent helSed to mark the Eeginning oI nearl\ a decade oI raSid 
e[Sansion oI SXElic Sost�secondar\ institXtions in the SroYince that also saZ the creation 
oI tZo neZ XniYersities �7he 8niYersit\ oI 9ictoria� ����� and 6imon )raser 8niYersit\� 
����� and IoXrteen neZ commXnit\ colleges� BC,7� as the neZ ,nstitXte oI 7echnolog\ 
came to Ee knoZn� had a XniTXe role to Sla\ in this e[Sansion� )rom the Eeginning� it Zas 
to sSeciali]e in the training oI highl\�skilled technicians and SaraSroIessionals Zho coXld 
do soShisticated� Sractical Zork in demand E\ indXstries oI the SroYince� ,t has keSt that 
mandate eYer since� althoXgh the natXre oI the skills taXght� the credentials SroYided� 
and the EXsiness oI oSerating the ,nstitXte haYe changed in some signiIicant Za\s�

5RDdV WR BCIT

7he SroYince had IeZ SXElic Sost�secondar\ institXtions Xntil the ����s� BeIore then� 
the onl\ signiIicant SXElic institXtions Zere the 8niYersit\ oI British ColXmEia� its aIIiliate 
9ictoria College� 7he 9ancoXYer 6chool oI Art� and the 9ancoXYer 9ocational ,nstitXte 
�99,�� oSerated E\ the 9ancoXYer 6chool Board and Zhich had aEsorEed the earlier 9an�
coXYer 1aYigational 6chool� 7he 99, Zas a legac\ oI the large inIXsion oI Iederal mone\ 
Ior ciYilian training dXring the 6econd World War and Yeteran edXcation IolloZing the 
conIlict� ,t SroYided trades coXrses oI Yar\ing dXration� XSgrading coXrses Ior MoXrne\�
men� and the in�school Sortion oI aSSrenticeshiS Srograms� ProSrietar\ schools� Saro�
chial colleges� inIormal aSSrenticeshiSs� on�the�MoE training� and the traditional strateg\ 
oI migration and immigration accoXnted Ior most oI the SroYince�s skilled ZorkIorce�

As the ����s Srogressed� the demand Ior Yocational training greZ as the SroYince en�
Mo\ed economic groZth� SarticXlarl\ in resoXrce indXstries� At the same time� the EXsi�

ness�oriented 6ocial Credit goYernment that took SoZer in ���� eagerl\ Sromoted e[�
Sansion oI the SroYince�s inIrastrXctXre� Enrolment at 99, increased so that E\ ���� the 
oYerIloZ oI aSSrenticeshiS classes Zas hoXsed on the groXnds oI the PaciIic 1ational 
E[hiEition in East 9ancoXYer� in ���� the SroYincial goYernment Eegan to administer 
these Srograms Zhich Eecame Sart oI a neZ )ederal�ProYincial 7rades and 7echnical 
,nstitXte the IolloZing \ear�

EYents oXtside the SroYince also sSXrred groZth in Yocational training� 7he laXnch oI 
6SXtnik E\ the 6oYiet 8nion in ���� sSXrred the |Iree Zorld} to ask hoZ the commXnists 
had taken the lead in sSace� EdXcation Zas Sartl\ Elamed� and Zestern goYernments 
resSonded Zith a range oI neZ Solicies and institXtions that emShasi]ed science and 
technolog\ edXcation� At aEoXt the same time� the Canadian econom\ stalled ErieIl\� 
leading to a sXdden MXmS in XnemSlo\ment that SromSted Solic\�makers to emShasi]e 
Yocational training as a means oI entering the ZorkIorce� 7he Canadian goYernment 
resSonded to these concerns Zith the 7echnical and 9ocational 7raining Assistance Act 
in ����� SroYiding an XnSrecedented amoXnt oI mone\ to the SroYinces throXgh a match�
ing�IXnd IormXla� ,n anticiSation oI these IXnds� British ColXmEia annoXnced Slans Ior 
its oZn Sermanent training Iacilit\ in ����� Zhich Eegan oSerating the IolloZing \ear as 
the BC 9ocational 6chool z BXrnaE\� aEsorEing the )ederal�ProYincial 7echnical 7rain�
ing ,nstitXte mentioned aEoYe� seYeral additional regional Yocational schools Zere EXilt 
across the SroYince in the IolloZing \ears� ,n ����� the SroYince entered into an agree�
ment ZhereE\ 2ttaZa ZoXld Sa\ Ior �� Sercent oI caSital costs and �� Sercent oI oSerat�
ing costs Ior neZ Yocational institXtions� inclXding seYeral additional Yocational schools 
across British ColXmEia�

BXt more Zas at stake in British ColXmEia� 7he SroYince�s indXstries Zere groZing in 
si]e� soShistication� and amEition� and read\ to incorSorate the most recent techno�
logical adYancements� 7he ���� SroYincial 5o\al Commission on EdXcation �the Chant 
5eSort� Moined the Bridge 5eSort �the resXlt oI an inTXir\ into technical training needs oI 
the SroYince� Eegan in ����� recommending neZ institXtions Ior British ColXmEia to train 
highl\ skilled technologists�� Premier W�A�C� Bennett and his caEinet eagerl\ taSSed into 
the mood and the Iederal IXnding� annoXncing a neZ institXte oI technolog\ in ����� ,t 
ZoXld SreSare MoE�read\ gradXates Ior SXElic and SriYate indXstr\ Zith tZo�\ear diSlomas 
in engineering technolog\� commerce� and health sciences� the latter in anticiSation oI 
massiYe Iederal aid to e[Sand health serYices�

$ gRYHUnPHnW inVWiWuWiRn� ���������

Planning Ior the neZ BC,7 E\ the 0inistr\ oI EdXcation Eegan immediatel\� Zith adYice 
Irom a coXncil oI indXstr\ reSresentatiYes and XniYersit\ IacXlt\� CoXncil memEers Yis�
ited other 1orth American technical schools Ior ideas� and secXred the sXSSort oI local 
indXstrial managers to ensXre that gradXates had a YalXaEle emSlo\ment TXaliIication� 
Premier W�A�C� Bennett himselI keSt a SarticXlarl\ close Zatch on the neZ deYeloSment� 
Sersonall\ signing all EXt the smallest cheTXes and aSSroYing all e[SenditXres Ior oXt�
oI�SroYince traYel�

� $ BUiHI +iVWRU\
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edXcational administration� rather than a teaching sXEMect area� ASSointed +eads in the 
more than a do]en deSartments similarl\ held SoZer at their resSectiYe leYel� 0an\ oI the 
staII in the Iirst decade had serYed in the 6econd World War� and Zere TXite accXstomed 
to a toS�doZn� iI Saternalistic� organi]ational strXctXre� 6taII� IacXlt\� and gXest lectXrers 
Zere mostl\ men� e[ceSt Ior a IeZ instrXctors in the medical technolog\ Srograms� the 
clerical staII� the liErarian� and the nXrse� 

BC,7 oSened Zith some ��� stXdents� a Zaiting list� and e[Sectations Ior the nXmEer to 
doXEle the IolloZing \ear Zhen the initial stXdents moYed into their second \ear� ASSli�
cants reTXired gradXation Irom high school �grade tZelYe� Ior an academic or XniYersit\ 
Srogram� or grade thirteen �senior matricXlation� Ior the medical technolog\ Srograms� A 
signiIicant nXmEer oI stXdents ��� Sercent E\ some estimates� Zere matXre stXdents Zith 
seYeral \ears oI Zork e[Serience� and eYen some XniYersit\ edXcation� this Sattern has 
continXed� 6tXdents Zere reTXired to Ee serioXs� diligent� and SroSerl\ dressed �Mackets 
and ties Ior men� dresses or skirts Ior Zomen�� /ike their instrXctors� men dominated the 
stXdent Eod\� althoXgh the neZ nXrsing and health technolog\ Srograms introdXced in 
the later ����s EroXght more Zomen to camSXs� Eoth as stXdents and as instrXctors� B\ 
Iar the stXdents oI BC,7 Zere oI EXroSean descent� althoXgh a IeZ names Zere -aSa�
nese and E\ ���� there Zere enoXgh stXdents oI Chinese descent to start a Chinese 
ClXE� ,n the second \ear oI oSeration� BC,7 Eegan a night school Srogram Ior Sart�time 
stXdents� emShasi]ing EXsiness and also technolog\ coXrses� night school enrolments 
soon sXrSassed da\ enrolments consideraEl\� AlthoXgh the ,nstitXte gained an almost 
instant reSXtation Ior SrodXcing highl\ emSlo\aEle gradXates� the Srograms Zere con�
tinXoXsl\ eYalXated according to indXstr\ demand Ior trained Sersonnel� and Srograms 
Zere sXsSended� modiIied� or reintrodXced as Zarranted�

7he IolloZing taEle shoZs the groZth oI total enrolment in the earl\ decades oI the 
insttitXtion�s e[istence�

(nURlPHnW 

<ear  BXs� Eng� +ealth Da\  ,ndXstr\      Career 7otal
total 6erYices     Programs
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BC,7 Zas Slaced adMacent to the BXrnaE\ 9ocational 6chool �later to Eecome PaciIic 
9ocational ,nstitXte�� on the soXth�east corner oI Willingdon AYenXe and *randYieZ 
+ighZa\ �later renamed Canada Wa\� in the TXickl\ groZing 9ancoXYer sXEXrE oI BXrn�
aE\� 7he site� noZ coYered Zith second groZth Iorest� Zas E\ ���� EetZeen residential 
neighEoXrhoods to the east and Zest� and MXst soXth oI an area oI light indXstr\� A later 
BC,7 administrator noted that the setting Zas |sensiEle� rather than sSectacXlar� EXt Ze 
do haYe a great YieZ oI the moXntains{on a clear da\�}  Architects 0cCarter� 1airn� 
and Partners Moined 0inistr\ Slanners to Sresent EXilding designs Ior constrXction Zhich 
Eegan in �����

7he neZ EXildings �the original Elock�  6W�� a caIeteria� and a mechanical laEorator\� 
held didactic classrooms and laEoratories Ior the three cXrricXlar areas� science �engi�
neering�� EXsiness� and health �SlXs a |core} deSartment oI Easic science� mathematics� 
and English� to conIer tZo�\ear technolog\ diSlomas� 1Xrsing Moined health a coXSle 
oI \ears later� comSleting a general cXrricXlar Sattern that remained intact Ior some 
IiIteen \ears� )or the Iirst decade� the science �engineering� Srograms Zere E\ Iar the 
most SoSXlar� 0an\ Srograms reTXired e[SensiYe eTXiSment oI tens oI thoXsands oI 
dollars each� Irom [�ra\ machines to comSXters and real�liIe simXlation enYironments� 
7he medical health technologies in addition reTXired the aSSroYal oI health aXthorities 
and cooSeration Zith a hosSital� Each cXrricXlar area had an indXstr\ adYisor\ coXncil� a 
tradition that has remained in one Iorm or another�

)iUVW 3URgUDPV� �������

f Broadcast CommXnications
f BXilding 7echnolog\
f BXsiness 0anagement
f Chemical and 0etallXrgical 7echnolog\
f CiYil and 6trXctXral 7echnolog\
f Electrical and Electronics 7echnolog\
f )ood Processing 7echnolog\
f )orest ProdXcts 7echnolog\
f *as and 2il 7echnolog\
f +otel� 0otel� and 5estaXrant 0anagement
f ,nstrXmentation and Control 7echnolog\
f 0echanical 7echnolog\
f 0edical /aEorator\ 7echnolog\
f 0edical 5adiograSh\ 7echnolog\
f 0ining 7echnolog\
f 6XrYe\ing 7echnolog\

)acXlt\ and staII oI BC,7 Zere chosen Ior their knoZledge and indXstr\ e[Serience� 7\Si�
call\� instrXctors had an XndergradXate degree and a SroIessional designation iI aSSli�
caEle� Cecil 5oSer� Ior e[amSle� the Iirst PrinciSal oI BC,7� Zas a Iormer mining engineer 
Zho had Eecome a mine manager� 6XEseTXent SrinciSals increasingl\ had e[Serience in 

* courses taught under contract and on-site for industry

Source: 1977 BCIT Annual Report (note that numbers do not agree
with those reported in Ministry reports of the 1960s and 1970s
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As stXdent nXmEers greZ throXgh the ����s� the\ Ielt emSoZered to comSlain aEoXt the 
mandator\ dress code� Soor Iood serYices� Soor recreational Iacilities� and lack oI Sark�
ing EXt Zere otherZise SreoccXSied Zith their stXdies and careers XSon gradXation� 7he 
stXdent moYement e[Serienced at 8BC and nearE\ 6)8 seems hardl\ to haYe toXched 
the ,nstitXte� A stXdent neZsSaSer editor in ���� Zondered dXEioXsl\ |xcoXld the rigid 
conIormit\ oI BC,7�s order Ee sZalloZed XS in the tide oI stXdent reYolt"} 6till� stXdents 
initiated ShilanthroSic traditions sXch as 6hinerama �to raise mone\ Ior c\stic IiErosis�� 
hosted a sSeaker on transcendental meditation� danced to the soXnds oI 7he *Xess 
Who and the PoSS\ )amil\� and sXccessIXll\ Setitioned the AdYisor\ CoXncil Ior sSorts 
Iacilities� alEeit temSorar\ ones� )Xll�time da\�enrolment SlateaXed dXring the ����s as 
the econom\ greZ increasingl\ slXggish� EXt the Iacilities neYer reall\ keSt Sace Zith 
demand� E\ ���� a nXmEer oI SortaEles had to Ee installed�

As stXdent nXmEers continXed to increase� instrXctors Eegan to comSlain aEoXt increas�
ing class si]es and their Zorkload� Part oI the SroElem Zas a change in the Iederal 
IXnding agreement� Zhich shiIted in ���� Irom direct Sa\ments to the SroYinces Ior Sost�
secondar\ edXcation to transIerred ta[ credits� and the SXrchase oI seats Ior indiYidXal 
stXdents� Critics charged that British ColXmEia�s 6ocial Credit goYernment Zas relXctant 
to Sa\ the Eills Ior its neZ schools desSite the ta[ transIers� BC,7 instrXctors also Moined 
a larger Canadian moYement to introdXce a measXre oI democratic goYernance in Sost�
secondar\ edXcation� 7he neZl\�elected 1DP goYernment Sassed the BC,7 Act in ���� 
to create an indeSendent goYerning Eoard Ior the ,nstitXte that inclXded IacXlt\ and stX�
dent reSresentation� althoXgh most memEers Zere aSSointed indXstr\ reSresentatiYes� 
7he Board Eecame resSonsiEle Ior the goYernance and internal administration oI the 
,nstitXte� Zith SoZers to adaSt Solic\ and Sractices to address cXrrent issXes�

7he neZ goYernment also Sermitted z eYen encoXraged z ciYil serYants to organi]e 
Xnions� AIter a \ear oI negotiation and deEate� BC,7 instrXctors oSted to Iorm a |6taII 
6ociet\} in ���� Ior collectiYe Eargaining� Zhile sXSSort staII Iormed a local oI the BC 
*oYernment EmSlo\ees� 8nion� ,nstitXtional cXltXre shiIted a little Zhen the title |0s�} 
aSSeared in the calendar Ior the Iirst time� the stXdent dress code rela[ed �althoXgh the 
Calendar Xntil at least ���� continXed to encoXrage stXdents to dress |aSSroSriatel\}�� 
a SXE oSened on camSXs� and stXdent SXElications contained an increasing amoXnt oI 
crXde and irreYerent material� 

IndHSHndHnFH RI 6RUWV� ���������

7he 6ocial Credit goYernment that retXrned to SoZer in ���� IolloZed the international 
trend to redXce goYernment serYices and cXt costs� At Iirst� the 6ocreds e[Sanded the 
Sost�secondar\ s\stem someZhat� most notaEl\ E\ creating the 2Sen /earning ,nstitXte� 
7he ���� Colleges and ,nstitXtes Act deIined BC,7 as a SroYincial rather than regional 
institXtion� and helSed to create a more integrated and eIIicient SroYincial s\stem oI 
Sost�secondar\ edXcation coordinated E\ 9ictoria� 7he ���� Act also gaYe corSorate 
statXs to BC,7 and other colleges and institXtes so the\ coXld e[ercise more SoZers 
to� Ior e[amSle� EorroZ mone\ or sign contracts� At the same time� the goYernment 
sXSSorted intermediar\ coXncils to oYersee the colleges and institXtes� thXs keeSing 

them at |arm�s length�}

CamSXs deYeloSment sloZed consideraEl\ dXring the economicall\ slXggish ����s� al�
thoXgh in ���� a neZ teaching EXilding �6E ��� Zas oSened aIter seYeral \ears oI con�
strXction� and in ���� BC,7 SroYided stXdents Zith the residences the\ had demanded Ior 
\ears� )iYe \ears later� throXgh stXdent IXndraising and matching grants� BC,7 oSened 
its neZ 6tXdent Athletic Centre to SroYide an oXtlet Ior stXdent recreation and sSorts 
actiYities� 7he neighEoXring BXrnaE\ 9ocational 6chool �re�named PaciIic 9ocational 
,nstitXte in ����� Sicked XS a coXSle oI neZ EXildings in areas oI demand� the ,nglis 
EXilding in ����� and a EXilding Ior Zelding instrXction ������ and Ior electrical trades 
training �������

,n man\ Za\s BC,7 continXed its original Sattern� 7he three main cXrricXlar areas had 
Eeen renamed the BXsiness 0anagement� Engineering� and +ealth DiYisions� Zith man\ 
Iamiliar Srogram names EXt Zith neZ additions in sXch areas as EXsiness comSXting� 
Eio�medical electronics� enYironmental health� Ss\chiatric nXrsing� and diIIerent Iorestr\ 
oStions that inclXded Iorest and Iish and ZildliIe management� All these reIlected neZ 
technologies or neZ emSlo\ment oSSortXnities in goYernment or SriYate indXstr\� 6tXdent 
demograShics had changed little Irom the Iirst decade� althoXgh enrolment in EXsiness 
Srograms Zas E\ ���� nearl\ as large as those in engineering� and a greater SroSortion 
Zas Iemale� 7he enrolment rate Zas groZing sloZl\� some ����� IXll�time da\ stXdents 
in ����� EXt the continXing edXcation �night school� coXrses remained Yer\ SoSXlar� ,n 
����� BC,7 Eegan to oIIer classes in doZntoZn 9ancoXYer to meet demand� SarticXlarl\ 
in EXsiness management Iields� 2I the ������ stXdents enrolled in continXing edXcation 
coXrses� some ����� SXrsXed coXrses in the BXsiness DiYision�

+oZeYer� e[ternal Solitics Zere changing� B\ ����� BC,7 Zas Xnder SressXre to conIorm 
to a neZ series oI 0inistr\ oEMectiYes designed to encoXrage eIIicienc\ and accoXnt�
aEilit\ Zithin the SroYincial s\stem and to introdXce additional goYernment oYersight� )or 
e[amSle� coXrses coXld Ee redistriEXted Zithin the s\stem Ior SerceiYed EeneIit� BC,7 
conseTXentl\ lost some Srograms and gained others� 7he ,nstitXte also Eegan cooSerat�
ing Zith the 2Sen /earning ,nstitXte �renamed the 2Sen /earning Agenc\ aIter merging 
Zith the .noZledge 1etZork� to SroYide Sart�time Srograms Yia distance edXcation� 7he 
6ocreds Zere additionall\ interested in neZ economic oSSortXnities Zith Asian coXntries 
and the neZ emerging high�tech indXstries� BC,7 cooSerated Zith these trends E\ creat�
ing an adYisor\ EdXcation CoXncil� engaging in oYerseas teaching SroMects sSonsored 
E\ C,DA� and E\ draIting IiYe�\ear Slans to address a shiIt toZard high�technolog\� 7he 
��������� DeYeloSment Plan E\ consXltants BraZn Parsons Wood called Ior the con�
strXction oI additional class room sSace� EXt this ZoXld not haSSen Ior TXite some time�

6erYice to indXstr\ Eecame an area oI groZth at BC,7� SarticXlarl\ aIter the SroYincial 
goYernment annoXnced in ���� its intention to EXild a DiscoYer\ Park nearE\� DiscoYer\ 
Parks Zere designed to hoXse high�tech laEoratories that Moined goYernment� indXstr\� 
and academic researchers� the tZo nearE\ SroYincial XniYersities� 8BC and 6)8� Zere 
also Sart oI the Srogram�  BC,7�s role at the Willingdon DiscoYer\ Park Zas to Iacilitate 
technolog\ transIer and aSSlied research� rather than condXct Easic research� ,n an 
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uncharacteristic show of political activism, a BCIT student threatened to sue the govern-
ment to disclose the nature of research proposed for the Park, while students at UBC and 
SFU similarly protested the “unholy alliance between big business and big government.” 
Nonetheless, after negotiations with and approval by the Burnaby municipal council, 
BCIT’s Discovery Park proceeded and became an ongoing site for industry collaboration.

At the same time, BC’s economy went from bad to worse as the inflationary period of the 
late 1970s became a recession in the early 1980s. Funding for post-secondary education 
saw a series of cuts as the Socreds began a period of restraint, forcing BCIT and other 
provincial institutions into austerity budgets. BCIT’s support unions conducted job-action 
in 1982 and 1983. Also in 1983, the province eliminated all student, faculty, staff, and 
community representation from the Board of Governors, and reduced the minimum size 
of appointed Board members from fifteen to five in an effort to centralize control of BCIT. 
Instructor lay-offs, increases in student fees, and enrolment restrictions followed. In 
February 1985, the government announced a 10 percent cut to the BCIT budget, some $3 
million, a harder blow than most other colleges and universities in the province received.  
One of the most visible new policies in 1986 was the merger of BCIT with its neighbour, 
Pacific Vocational Institute, the former BC Vocational School - Burnaby.

Like BCIT, Pacific Vocational Institute had its origins in federal funding. Although PVI’s 
predecessor, BC Vocational School – Burnaby, was an off-shoot of the Vancouver School 
Board’s Vancouver Vocational Institute, federal funding was a crucial part of its growth 
when it opened in 1960 with some four thousand day and night students enrolled in four-
teen programs from short trades courses to extended training of up to a year in sophisti-
cated skills like aircraft maintenance. Total enrollment climbed steadily during the 1960s 
to over nine thousand in 1970, with growth shifting from one vocational area to another 
depending on demand. For example, the province’s large hydro-electric projects of the 
late 1960s increased enrollment in welding programs. When the federal funding agree-
ment changed in 1967, Canada Manpower continued to provide considerable funding by 
purchasing spots for eligible students.

Campus development had also grown, beginning with eight well-ordered steel warehouse-
like workshops (e.g. NE2, 4, 18, 20 and NE21-24, some built as early as 1957) and a 
concrete and frame building for painting and decorating (NW3). Every few years a new 
building was erected to provide training in a specialized vocational field that had grown 
in demand, including bricklaying and machine shop buildings in 1964 (NE10, NW6), steel 
trades (NE12) and horticulture (NE3) buildings in 1971, and the multi-purpose Inglis 
building (NE1) begun in 1973 but opened in 1977. 

The rate of enrollment increase slowed during the economically troubled 1970s, but the 
creation of PVI in 1977-78 through a merger with the Maple Ridge vocational school 
added an additional 1,200 students for a total of some nine thousand. The Burnaby cam-
pus had approximately twenty-five buildings and soon gained several more: the electrical 
building in 1979 (SE 1), the welding building in 1982 (NE 8), and the applied technol-
ogy centre (NE 25) in 1982. The first and last of these indicated a shift at PVI toward 
programs in the nascent high-tech fields. Over the years, BCIT and PVI had cooperated 

with one another, on the understanding that development at one site could affect devel-
opment on the other.

When PVI and BCIT merged in 1986, many observers praised the initiative as a logical 
step that brought together two institutions with a similar educational mission. Even op-
position politicians supported the move, although they criticized some of the details that 
seemed antagonistic to the unions. Critics were less enthused, regarding the merger 
as a political ploy to reduce staff, weaken unions, and centralize decision-making in 
Victoria, first at BCIT and then at regional colleges across the province. The administra-
tive reorganization did result in staff reductions and cost-savings and the closure of the 
Maple Ridge Campus of PVI, but was not quite successful in providing the unified insti-
tution envisioned by reformers. The support staff unions were successfully combined, 
but instructors at PVI remained members of the BC Government Employees’ Union while 
instructors at BCIT remained in their Staff Society. Despite administrative integration, 
program areas remained distinctly “vocational” or “technological,” and physically the 
campus had a north end of workshops and industrial yards which contrasted with a south 
end of classrooms, high-tech laboratories, and new student amenities.

A New Mandate, 1986-2001

Following the merger of BCIT with PVI, the new BCIT looked a little different adminis-
tratively. The system of Presidents, Vice Presidents, and Deans that had slowly crept 
in during the earlier 1980s was firmly in place, indicating a commitment to professional 
management. BCIT was more business-like in its organization, operation, and goals. 
In 1986, the Institute adopted a mission statement (perhaps its first) “to provide trades 
and technology training for the citizens of British Columbia” and “to become a centre 
for educational excellence in trades and technology training.” Two years later, BCIT 
presented itself a little differently as “an innovative and flexible advanced technology 
enterprise which will focus on those initiatives that increase the level of entrepreneurial 
activity within the province.” This new mandate included service to industry through 
applied research, technology transfer, and training in high-tech fields, and cooperation 
with the universities, other research institutions, and the provincial and federal research 
councils. To support the first goal, BCIT launched its Technology Centre in 1989 at a 
site across the road from the main campus (the CARI building) and hired researchers. As 
an indication of support for the second goal, the School of Business by the early 1990s 
graduated more students than any other administrative unit.

BCIT reorganized its curriculum to reflect the new priorities that had been discussed 
over the previous five years, and to display a new philosophy of “trades to technology” 
which attempted to integrate the range of programs available. The Diploma Programs 
were divided into five schools: Computing and Electro-Mechanical Studies, to emphasize 
the new programs in computer systems, computer aided drafting and manufacturing, 
robotics, and electronics; Construction and Natural Resources Studies, to continue and 
extend traditional programs related to construction, surveying, forestry, food and agri-
culture, and chemistry; School of Health Sciences Studies, combining traditional nurs-
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ing and technologist Srograms Zith neZ ones in Eiomedical electronics� enYironmental 
health� orthotics and Srosthetics� and health inIormation technologies� and 6chool oI 
0anagement 6tXdies� Zhich comEined traditional areas sXch as EXsiness management� 
Eroadcasting� and hosSitalit\ management Zith neZ areas sXch as 2Serations 0anage�
ment� Zhich inclXded oStions in transSortation�distriEXtion and international trade� 0an\ 
oI the Srograms inclXded coXrses on the Xse oI microcomSXters� Zhich Zere groZing in 
SoSXlarit\� ,n addition� some DiSloma Srograms carried an additional \ear oI stXd\� Zhile 
Sart�time stXd\ Zas recogni]ed in its oZn administratiYe Xnit� in addition to continXing 
stXdies� 7he earlier |core} coXrses came Xnder a neZ 6chool oI Academic and 9ocation�
al 6tXdies� Zhile the Yocational and trades Srograms remained together as 7rades 7rain�
ing� 7he moYe to high�tech had taken a Eig steS IorZard� as had |academic driIt} toZard 
longer and more soShisticated Srograms� At the same time� BC,7 had a neZ mandate 
to continXe Yocational Srograms that themselYes Zere increasing in their soShistication� 

CamSXs deYeloSment� Zhich had Eeen oI concern to Slanners since the earl\ ����s� 
continXed to Zait� Additional goYernment IXnds Zere made aYailaEle Ior a neZ ASSlied 
7echnolog\ Centre �1E���� Zhich Zas oSened in ����� EXt goYernment IXnding Zas 
in decline� it ZoXld take IiYe \ears oI aggressiYe IXndraising EeIore long�desired 
renoYations and neZ constrXction coXld Eegin� A master Slan adoSted in ���� noted 
the ageing Iacilities� EXt BC,7 administrators recogni]ed that it coXld take XS to IiIteen 
\ears to introdXce all the reTXired renoYations and e[Sansion to meet Iorecasted 
enrolment� B\ ����� constrXction had EegXn on seYeral neZ EXildings �,B0 BXilding� 
6E�� connector EXilding� 6W�� and the mXlti�SXrSose stXdent and administratiYe centre� 
6E��� renoYations� and inIrastrXctXre SroMects sXch as seismic XSgrading and IiEre oStic 
telecommXnication lines�

7he goYernment oI the late ����s Zas also interested in increasing Sost�secondar\ 
access in the SroYince more generall\� Ior Zhich there Zas additional goYernment IXnd�
ing� BC,7 resSonded accordingl\ Zith neZ initiatiYes to Zelcome Zomen �esSeciall\ in 
trades�� YisiEle minorities� AEoriginals� and SeoSle Zith disaEilities� 7he rise in Sart�time 
enrolment shiIted the aYerage age Zell into the mid���s� as Zomen Zere making small 
gains in enrolment nXmEers �some �� Sercent oI the total stXdent Eod\ E\ ������ es�
Seciall\ in EXsiness Srograms Zhere the\ comSrised nearl\ halI the registrants� +eight�
ened concern Ior stXdent secXrit\ SromSted the ,nstitXte to EXild seYeral ElXe saIet\ 
kiosks across the BXrnaE\ camSXs� 7he ,nstitXte eYen entered into comSetition Zith 
the XniYersities� Slacing ads in nearE\ stXdent neZsSaSers to recrXit domestic stXdents 
Zhile coXrting international stXdents� Zho t\Sicall\ Said three times the Iees oI domestic 
stXdents� E\ ����� the ,nstitXte had ninet\�IiYe international stXdents and a groZing Sro�
gram oI international edXcation SroMects�

BC,7� alread\ inYolYed in distance edXcation Yia teleYision� Zas TXick to e[Slore the 
edXcational SossiEilities oI the internet thanks in Sart to the goYernment |6kills 1oZ} 
initiatiYe� Programs Zere re�organi]ed into modXles Ior more Ile[iEle stXdent access 
ZithoXt added costs to SroYision�

Part oI the SroYince�s access initiatiYe Zas to increase the oSSortXnit\ to earn a degree� 

At Iirst� BC,7 comEined seYeral Sart�time coXrses and oIIered them as certiIicate Sro�
grams� oIten in cooSeration Zith e[ternal credentialing Eodies� SarticXlarl\ in EXsiness 
Iields� 7hen� in ����� the SroYince created seYeral neZ |XniYersit\�colleges} across the 
SroYince and SroYided legislation to enaEle BC,7 to oIIer a degree in technolog\� BC,7 
conYerted its adYisor\ EdXcation CoXncil into a sort oI academic 6enate in ����� Zith 
SoZers to make decisions regarding academic standards and SerIormance� and the neZ 
1DP goYernment reinstated IacXlt\� staII� and stXdent reSresentation on the Board oI 
*oYernors� BC,7 granted its Iirst Bachelor oI 7echnolog\ degree in ����� 2ther Sro�
grams Zere also increasing in dXration and soShistication� Zith three�\ear diSlomas� 
one�\ear Sost�diSloma Srograms� and neZ high�tech Srograms in Eiotechnolog\� c\to�
genetics �Zhich reTXired a science degree Ior admission�� Eiomedical engineering� and 
comSXter animation� B\ the end oI the ����s� BC,7�s Srograms Zere diYided among ten 
areas� Bachelor oI 7echnolog\� Academic 6tXdies� BXsiness� ComSXting and ,nIorma�
tion 7echnologies� ConstrXction� Electrical and Electronic 7echnolog\� +ealth� 0anX�
IactXring and ,ndXstrial 0echanical� Processing� Energ\� and 1atXral 5esoXrces� and 
7ransSortation�

AlthoXgh the BXrnaE\ camSXs acTXired seYeral neZ EXildings dXring the ����s� Sh\sical 
e[Sansion also came in the Iorm oI neZ |satellite} camSXs locations� BC,7 had alread\ 
acTXired the aerosSace training centre located at the 9ancoXYer AirSort Zhen it merged 
Zith P9, in ����� and in ���� BC,7 aEsorEed the PaciIic 0arine 7raining ,nstitXte� the 
local SroYider oI marine naYigation training that had e[isted continXoXsl\ �in seYeral 
organi]ational Iorms� since ����� ,n ����� BC,7 oSened a Sermanent Iacilit\ in doZn�
toZn 9ancoXYer Zith state�oI�the art electrical s\stems� helSing to deIine an |edXcation 
district} in the cit\� ,n ����� )inning 7ractor donated land near )alse Creek Ior a mi[ 
oI edXcational and indXstrial deYeloSment� BC,7 Moined other local XniYersities to oIIer 
sSeciali]ed training and edXcation�

 

$ 3Rl\WHFKniF InVWiWuWH� ���������

,n the Iinal decade Xnder consideration here�  BC,7 remained committed to its mandate 
to SrodXce gradXates Zith MoE�read\ skills in demand E\ local and� increasingl\� gloEal�
i]ed indXstr\� Enrolment areas changed Zith technologies and demand� )or e[amSle� the 
e[Slosion oI the internet saZ neZ Srograms in ZeE design and ZeE marketing� Zhile the 
local |leak\ condo} crisis and gloEal concern Ior gloEal Zarming SromSted serioXs re�
search and edXcation into EXilding science� 7he deYeloSment oI *P6 deYices introdXced 
Srograms in geomatics and digital maSSing� Zhile the local constrXction Eoom oI �����
���� saZ a great increase in EXilding trades enrolment� B\ ����� the 6chool oI BXsiness 
enrolled the largest nXmEers� IolloZed E\ the 6chools oI ConstrXction and the EnYiron�
ment� ComSXting and Academic 6tXdies� Energ\� 7ransSortation� and +ealth�

At the same time� the ,nstitXte increased its actiYit\ in indXstrial serYice throXgh tech�
nolog\ transIer and aSSlied research� taSSing into Iederal IXnding schemes sXch as the 
Canada )oXndation Ior ,nnoYation and Canada 5esearch Chairs� 7hose hired to condXct 
research increasingl\ held doctorates� esSeciall\ in the high�tech Eiological Iields� al�
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though most instructors typically had magisterial degrees and professional certification 
as warranted. Although the degree programs comprised a small number of enrolments, 
BCIT expanded its Bachelor porgrams into business and nursing fields, and launched 
a Master of Engineering in Building Science degree in 2011 that included a supervised 
research project. Because of this expansion, BCIT adopted the designation “polytechnic 
university” and helped found Polytechnics Canada in 2003, to indicate its new status, a 
move considered since the early 1980s. The 2004 Colleges and Institute Act recognized 
BCIT as a “polytechnic institution.”

BCIT was now firmly in the business of education, providing services to both students 
and industrial customers. Students came from many corners of the world, although the 
majority, as always, were from the greater Vancouver region. Demographically there were 
some small changes: of the some 47,000 full- and part-time students by the mid 2000s, 
women comprised a little under half the full time diploma enrolments, less than 10 percent 
of trades enrolments, and a miniscule proportion of apprenticeships. Women comprised 
a majority in health fields and a strong minority in the business school. Women had in-
creased their numbers in faculty in similar ways, and were also present in research posi-
tions, but overall, BCIT remained a male institution. Students were also a little more cultur-
ally diverse, reflecting the growing diversity of the local area. BCIT had quite deliberately 
recruited students from recently immigrated Asian families, although their presence was 
not reflected in campus architecture, art, or services: their was no overt accommodation 
of Asian culture on campus - no Chinese characters on signs, no specialty food outlets, 
nor any formal or aesthetic references. Students were on average a little older than they 
were decades earlier, more likely to study part-time using distance technologies, and 
more likely to use one of the new satellite locations when they did study on campus.

However, behind the scenes it was a new sort of educational business. Over a thirty-five 
year period, the government grant had dropped to nearly 40 percent of the institution’s 
revenue, from almost 90 percent in 1975. The reduction had partly been taken up by stu-
dent fees, which by the mid 2000s stood at over 30 percent of the institutions revenue; in 
1975 it had been 7 percent. The remaining revenue came from industry services, corpo-
rate sponsorship, and various profit-making activities; brand-name food concessions and 
the names of corporate sponsors, for example, appeared on campus. 

The new business model had its critics, but BCIT could be seen as highly successful 
from the standpoint of its original mandate to fit students to industry. Given the political 
atmosphere in British Columbia and elsewhere, the Institute was operating as required to 
maintain – even to expand – its educational services. BCIT administrators had a new re-
sponsibility, however, that became increasingly important from the 1980s on. The Institute 
not only had to provide students with job-ready skills, but also had to be seen as doing 
so; image became vital to its survival, as the Institute adopted new logos and mission 
statements, and the Burnaby campus more recently included highly visible workshops, 
demonstration projects, and an attractive new entrance portal. Communicating the “BCIT 
brand” became an essential part of success. Part of the brand, however, lies in a long 
history of providing the skilled labour sought by industry.
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f 6E� z original mechanical EXilding� noZ ,ndXstrial ,nst� Process Control 
����
f 6E��� 6E��� g\m and Sla\ing Iield� enlarged and XSgraded at seYeral times dXring the ��s throXgh the ��s
f 6W� e[tension
f 6W� e[tension
f 6W� theatre
����
f 6E�� liErar\
����V 
f 1W�
f 1W�
����
f 6E��
f 0id�����s SortaEles� mostl\ along 5oSer AYe Zhere 6E� and 6E� noZ stand� also EetZeen 6W� and *oard Wa\
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f 1E� z ,nglis BXilding� Ior a range oI trades training� consXltants�designers Zere a team Irom 0in� oI +ighZa\s and PXElic Works Xnder 

*eorge .err� architect� considered Ior nearl\ a decade� cost ���� million
����
f 6W ������ 0aTXinna 5esidence
F� ����
f 1E �� Zelding
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f 6E��� 6tXdent Athletic Centre
����
f 6E �� Electrical BXilding �EXilt Ior P9,�
f 6W��� 6W�� 0aTXinna 5esidences
f 6E��� 6E��� 6E�� ,nternational stXdent residences
����
f 1E��� ASSlied 7echnolog\ Centre �cXrrentl\ 6chool oI 7ransSortation�
1(� 
f not Sart oI BC,7 Xntil at least mid���s� Iormerl\ BCBC EXilding
����
f 6E�� ,B0 BXilding
����
f 6W� � connector EXilding
����
f 6E�
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TRdD\
����
f 6E�� DiscoYer\ Park 7echnolog\ Place

FD� ����
f 6E�  Alterations and additions Ior reneZed stXdent centre

FD� ����
f 6W�  Alterations and additions
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7he IiYe themes listed EeloZ IolloZ Irom an Xnderstanding oI the cXltXral histor\ oI 
the BC,7 BXrnaE\ CamSXs� sXmmari]ed in the Sreceding +istorical BackgroXnd and 
Chronolog\ sections� 7ogether� the themes serYe as a gXide to the ke\ asSects oI BC,7�s 
histor\�  

Each theme has a list oI identiIied IeatXres that reYeal or illXstrate the ke\ asSects oI the 
camSXs� histor\ oYer the decades�  7he\ are akin to a heritage inYentor\ Ior the camSXs�  
Each IeatXre is coloXr�coded according to the era it Zas Iormed�constrXcted � the same 
coding as seen in the Chronolog\ section� 

T+(0( $�  T+( B581(TT( B$6I1

7he camSXs� setting in the shalloZ BrXnette 5iYer Easin orients the camSXs to the 
north� and the maMor east�Zest regional transSortation corridor that has reSlaced 6till 
Creek as the dominating IeatXre oI the Easin�

T+(0( B�  )250 $1' )81CTI21

7he design oI the EXildings and landscaSes reIlect the SreoccXSations oI 0odernism � 
an imSXlse to marr\ Xse to Iorm� and the emEracing oI neZ materials and constrXction 
techniTXes � althoXgh temSered E\ the EXdget and aesthetic constraints oI conserYatiYe 
ProYincial oYersight�  As Zell� the technicall\ soShisticated natXre oI man\ Srograms 
leads to a signiIicant amoXnt oI eTXiSment e[Sosed to YieZ� Zhich SroYides character 
to the camSXs�

T+(0( C�  I1C5(0(1T$/ '(9(/230(1T

7he Slanning oI the BC,7 BXrnaE\ CamSXs is an accXmXlation oI EXilding initiatiYes 
oYer �� \ears� sometimes reIlecting coordinated Slanning� EXt also shoZing the eIIects 
oI ad hoc Slanning moYes in resSonse to sSoradic IXnding� 7he resXlting camSXs 
lacks an oYerall Sh\sical coherence� EXt Sossesses some sXrSrising SositiYe Sh\sical 
MX[taSositions too�

T+(0( '�  I1129$TI21 :IT+ I1'86T5<

BC,7 endXres as Slace Ior highl\ marketaEle training Ior the increasingl\ technical 
British ColXmEian ZorkSlace� 7he camSXs is a collection oI constantl\�XSdating 
Iacilities� deYeloSed in SartnershiS Zith the ProYince or SriYate indXstries� to SroYide 
a technicall\ adYanced ZorkIorce and to incXEate neZ technologies Ior a comSetitiYe 
indXstrial econom\�

T+(0( (�  B8I/'I1* C20081IT< /I)(

BXilding sSeciIicall\ Ior SositiYe IacXlt\ and stXdent camSXs liIe came Zith time at 
BC,7� Design Ior more than SXrel\ instrXctional sSace and oIIices Saralleled the 
deYeloSment oI a more coedXcational camSXs SoSXlation� and the need to SroYide 
an inYiting camSXs enYironment to attract IacXlt\ and stXdents in the increasingl\ 
comSetitiYe Iield oI Sost�secondar\ technical training�

The Brunette Basin includes Guichon Creek Modernism was the prevailing design aesthetic during most of the 
construction period of the campus



��

Campus development showed a combination of planned initiatives and 
ad hoc moves to accommodate its growth that was typical of most BC 
post-secondary campuses

Campus development is significantly marked by a culture of working in 
partnership with industry and partnerships in research 

The campus community has evolved from a quite conservative institu-
tion at its beginning to a more inclusive one, reflecting the evolving 
society as a whole
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7he camSXs� setting in the shalloZ BrXnette 5iYer Easin orients 
the camSXs to the north� and the maMor east�Zest regional 
transSortation corridor that has reSlaced 6till Creek as the 
dominating IeatXre oI the Easin�

f ,nIlXence oI the natXral enYironment on the deYeloSment oI 
the camSXs

f ,mSact on the enYironment oI camSXs constrXction � clear�
ing� Iill� stream diYersion � and the more recent ecological�
l\�aZare deYeloSment 

f Connection oI the camSXs Zith the maMor transSortation 
corridors� the 7rans�Canada +ighZa\ and Canada Wa\

f EnYironmental Iactors contriEXting to camSXs character � 
toSograSh\� YieZs

f 8se oI the oXtdoors Ior teaching oSSortXnities

7he BC,7 camSXs is sitXated in the BrXnette 5iYer Zatershed 
that inclXdes 6till Creek and� rXnning north�soXth throXgh 
the BC,7 camSXs� *Xichon Creek� 7he site is a Sost�Zar 
clearing in a second groZth Iorest� someZhat sheltered in a 
shalloZ deSression sloSing northZard� Zith second groZth 
coniIeroXs trees in eYidence at the soXth end oI the site� 7he 
BrXnette Basin�s ZaterZa\s Zere historicall\ IXll oI Iish� sXch 
as Coho� Chinook� and ChXm salmon� cXtthroat and rainEoZ 
troXt� steelhead� Srickl\ scXlSin� stickleEack and others� and 
IXnctioned as imSortant ZildliIe haEitat�

As timEer lease land sXrroXnded E\ earl\ Iarms � Zith orchards� 
horses and cattle � the natXral enYironment Zas Xtili]ed E\ 
earl\ saZmills in the area� B\ ���� *Xichon Creek had Eecome 
home to the PhilliSs�+o\t /XmEer ComSan\ Zhich SXt a dam 
on the ZaterZa\ to create a canal Ior transSorting logs to a 
storage Sond an a saZmill located on the site noZ occXSied E\ 
the British ColXmEia ,nstitXte oI 7echnolog\� 7he Sond Eecame 
a IaYoXrite Iishing Slace and sZimming hole Ior the locals� 
sXch as the PhilliSs saZmill Zhich Zas located on *Xichon 
Creek at Willingdon AYenXe� 7he high Soints oI the steSSed 
toSograSh\ oI the BC,7 camSXs enaEle stXnning YieZs oI the 

1orth 6hore moXntains and are oSen to the YieZs and actiYit\ 
oI the 6till Creek Easin �  highZa\s� connector roads� indXstr\ 
and residential neighEoXrhoods�

7he restored *Xichon Creek� Sart oI a regional reYitali]ation oI 
the BrXnette Easin� SroYides the aesthetics oI Zater and natiYe 
Yegetation� BC,7�s Pioneers ClXE recogni]ed earl\ on the 
imSortance oI *Xichon Creek� Zith its sXSSort oI the restoration 
oI the Sartiall\ da\lighted ZaterZa\� 2ther BC,7 initiatiYes 
related to the BrXnette Basin inclXde the actiYities oI the 5iYers 
,nstitXte and the Watershed Pledge Program in sXSSort oI the 
BXrnaE\ /ake 6\stem ProMect� 7oda\� the creek is the IocXs oI 
a Zalking trail that rXns north�soXth throXgh the centre oI the 
camSXs� SroYiding YieZs into the restored creek� Eenches and 
interSretiYe signs�

7he BrXnette Basin generall\� and *Xichon Creek in SarticXlar� 
is imSortant Ior its IXtXre haEitat and ecological YalXes� as Zell 
as sXSSort Ior the school�s cXrricXlXm� 7his is reIlected in Eoth 
an increased enYironmental aZareness emerging in the ����s 
and ~��s� and neZ technologies and emSlo\ment oSSortXnities 
in goYernment and SriYate indXstr\� 7he )ish� WildliIe and 
5ecreation management Srogram Zas estaElished in ����� 
later Moined E\ other neZ Srograms indicating an increased 
interest in enYironmental health� 0ore recentl\� the 6chool 
oI ConstrXction and the EnYironment is concerned Zith the 
relationshiS EetZeen the EXilt and natXral enYironments�

)iYH .H\ 3RinWV�

�� A general oEliteration oI the natXral landscaSe has Eeen 
temSered oYer the \ears E\ an endXring reclamation oI the 
natXral ecologies� and Xsed as teaching oSSortXnities Ior 
enYironmental resSonsiEilit\�

�� .e\ natXral landIorms sXch as its high Soints and Yalle\s 
are imSortant to the character oI the camSXs�

�� 9ieZs oYer and throXgh the camSXs are ke\ to 
Xnderstanding the general Slace oI the camSXs in the 
regional setting� inclXding its connection to the main east�
Zest road netZork�

�� 7he remaining Yestiges oI second groZth Iorest oIIer 
imSortant links to the earl\ landscaSe�

�� 7here is a lack oI YisXal material on camSXs that shoZs the 
BrXnette Basin landscaSe in the Sast�



��

1DWuUDl 6\VWHPV
�� *Xichon Creek Easin draining to 6till Creek Basin to BrXnette Basin �not maSSed�
�� *Xichon Creek restored ecos\stem
�� 6econd groZth Iorest and Zoodland at soXth end oI site
�� ,ndigenoXs � restored Slant commXnities

6SDWiDl 2UgDni]DWiRn
�� 5emnant oI second groZth Iorest in 1W corner

/Dnd 8VH
f Earl\ logging actiYit\ and site oI PhilliSs�+o\t /XmEer ComSan\ saZmill �noZ 

deIXnct�
f 1earE\ earl\ Iarming actiYit\ �noZ deIXnct�
�� 1atXral areas Xsed as oXtdoor laEoratories
�� CommXnit\ gardens on Iormer logger sSorts Iield

CulWuUDl TUDdiWiRnV
�� Association Zith stXdent and IacXlt\ enYironmental aZareness and Sractice �not 

maSSed�

CiUFulDWiRn
�� Willingdon AYenXe and Canada Wa\ IolloZing original earl\ roadZa\s EoXnd�

ing the cleared land
��� PathZa\s designed to take adYantage oI the restored *Xichon Creek roXte

TRSRgUDSK\
��� +eight oI land to the east and Zest
��� /oZer eleYations at the centre oI camSXs associated Zith stream Eed

9HgHWDWiRn
��� 5e�introdXced natiYe Slant commXnities on the Iormerl\ logged site
��� 1atiYe Slant material Xsed as landscaSe Slanting� sXch as the 0aTXinna 

5esidences

BuildingV Dnd 6WUuFWuUHV
��� 1E��� 2riginal horticXltXre EXilding� noZ Centre Ior ArchitectXral Ecolog\
��� 6E��� 6chool oI ConstrXction and the EnYironment
��� BXildings Zith green rooIs

��� *reenhoXses
9iHZV Dnd 9iVWDV
��� 9ieZs north to the 1orth 6hore moXntains
��� ,nternal YieZs to the restored *Xichon Creek
��� Changing Yistas along the constrXcted SathZa\ IolloZing 

*Xichon Creek
��� 9ieZs Irom the high Soints on the site�s east side across to the 

Iorest 

CRnVWUuFWHd :DWHU )HDWuUHV
��� ,nIrastrXctXre� Sools� ZaterIalls associated Zith *Xichon Creek 

restoration

6PDll�VFDlH )HDWuUHV
��� *aEions and stone sXSSorts associated Zith *Xichon Creek 

restoration
��� Bridges� railings� Eenches� interSretiYe signs associated Zith 

creek�side SathZa\ constrXction

CKDUDFWHUiVWiFV in VuSSRUW RI WKH WKHPH TKH BUunHWWH BDVin

����s

����s

����s

����s

����s

����s

����s

Building FRnVWUuFWiRn 
E\ dHFDdH

��

��

��
��

��

��

��

��

����
���������������

�

�
�

�

��

�

��
����

�

�

��

��

��
��

�����

��

����

�����



Birmingham & Wood Architects and Planners
Denise Cook Design

Eric Damer

Building BCIT
0arch ����

��

Interior of the Phillips-Hoyt Lumber Company sawmill (no date). The 
sawmill is an example of past land uses on the BCIT campus, as well 
as the presence of the original forest on the logged landscape. (BCIT)

The land before European settlement, with the future BCIT lands outlined in red. The map indicates the wider environmental context of the BCIT lands, shows larger 
scale drainage patterns, and lists some of the native tree species (hemlock, cedar, broadleaf maple), some of which are still found on the campus. (Heritage Burnaby)

Map of the Brunette Creek watershed showing Guichon Creek, and its relationship to both the BCIT 
campus and the Still Creek and Brunette Creek basins, all of which represent natural system 
characteristics. (Waterways newsletter)

TKHPH $�  TKH BUunHWWH BDVin



��

Guichon Creek in the 1950s. This photograph is representative of the past farm-
ing land uses on or near the BCIT lands. (BCIT)

Guichon Creek in the 1950s. The straightening and culverting of the creek is representative of the 
use of the land for forestry, sawmilling and farming. It also relates to the restoration of Guichon 
Creek, an important natural system characteristic. (BCIT)

Interior of the Phillips-Hoyt Lumber Company sawmill (no date). The 
sawmill is an example of past land uses on the BCIT campus, as well 
as the presence of the original forest on the logged landscape. (BCIT)

Guichon Creek restoration, associated with small-scale landscape characteris-
tics (gabions and stone supports) re-established native plant communities, and 
restored natural systems (Blue and Green Design)

Guichon Creek in its restored condition today
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7he design oI the EXildings and landscaSes reIlect the Sreoc�
cXSations oI 0odernism � an imSXlse to marr\ Xse to Iorm and 
neZ materials and constrXction techniTXes � althoXgh temSered 
E\ the EXdget and aesthetic constraints oI conserYatiYe ProYin�
cial oYersight�

f Post�WW,, IXnctional materials� Iorms and strXctXres oI the 
edXcational EXildings in the earl\ PaciIic 9ocational ,nsti�
tXte camSXs �Iirst called the BC 9ocational ,nstitXte�

f Earl\ ~��s 0odernist landscaSes and EXildings soXth oI 
*oard Wa\ in the tradition oI 1orth American college cam�
SXses in that era

f ParticXlar EXilding IXnctions disSla\ed in Iorm and details
f 6Saces and EXildings oI mere Xtilit\

7he indiYidXal EXildings north oI *oard Wa\� constrXcted Ior 
the PaciIic 9ocational ,nstitXte� are essentiall\ reSetitions 
oI tZo EXilding t\Ses� either to sXit classroom instrXction 
or SroYide a hands�on ZorkshoS e[Serience� 7he EXilding 
detailing is honest� XnSretentioXs and Eare�Eones� Xsing 
modest EXilding materials� 7he reSetition oI EXilding Iorm� the 
tight Sacking oI the EXildings together� and the Slacement oI 
smaller classroom EXildings in tZo roZs EetZeen the larger 
ZorkshoS sSaces imSarts a certain Sh\sical coherence and 
XrEan TXalit\ to this ]one oI the camSXs�

6oXth oI *oard Wa\� the earliest BC,7 camSXs Zas comSosed 
oI architect�designed EXildings t\Sical oI the earl\ ����s� 
a Seriod in architectXral histor\ dominated E\ the American 
,nternational 6t\le aesthetic and inIormed E\ EXroSean ideals 
oI IXnctional design� 7he YisXal hallmarks oI this aesthetic  
Zere simSle slaEs oI EXildings oI stacked identical Iloor Slates� 
narroZ connecting |Moints} EetZeen Zings �XsXall\ connecting 
corridors�� EXildings Iloating oYer the groXnd alloZing access 
throXgh and Xnder� and a landscaSe setting that is oSen� 
sXEXrEan and Sark�like�  

Classroom Elocks the continent oYer share this Iormal 
simSlicit\ and t\Se oI setting�  BXilding Iorms Zere inYariaEl\ a 
simSle e[Sression oI the stacked generic oIIices or classrooms 
or other instrXctional sSaces either side oI a doXEle�loaded 
corridor�  7he YarioXs IXnctions ZoXld t\Sicall\ Ee e[Sressed in 
oYert \et restrained Za\s� so that one might gXess Ior e[amSle 
that a Elock Zas Ior classrooms� or laEs� or oIIices� or lectXre 
theatres�

/ater EXildings and strXctXres e[hiEit less e[Sression oI their 
IXnction than the EXildings oI the earl\ ����s� retreating into 
Slainer simSler skins that are a Sragmatic resSonse to limited 
caSital EXdgets� or reIlecting the design Iashions oI their da\ as 
Iar as their modest EXdgets ZoXld alloZ�  

Along Zith 0odernism�s aesthetic stamS on the camSXs 
architectXre and landscaSe is the man\ Sh\sical e[Sressions oI 
the technical reTXirement oI EXilding s\stems and eTXiSment�  
7hese EXilidng elements � air handling eTXiSment� electronic 
eTXiSment� etc� � contriEXte an imSortant character to the 
camSXs� related to the Xse oI the EXildings�  7he eTXiSment 
Iorms lend a XniTXe character to the camSXs�

)iYH .H\ 3RinWV�

�� 5eSetition oI original simSle P9, EXilding Iorms in 
regimented grid north oI *oard Wa\ is an imSortant 
Sh\sical Sresence on the camSXs�

�� Classroom Elock Zings sited in oSen laZns and massed 
Slanting are imSortant camSXs elements�

�� 9ieZs oI EXilding clXsters and oSen sSaces are ke\ to 
Xnderstanding the organi]ation oI the camSXs�

�� BXildings and strXctXres Zith Iorms� materials and details 
that reYeal their Xse are imSortant contriEXtors to camSXs 
character�

�� 7he EXildings oI the ����s and ����s Iorm the core YisXal 
interest on camSXs�



��

6SDWiDl 2UgDni]DWiRn
�� 5egimented earl\ P9, gaEled EXildings
�� 2Sen arra\ oI earl\ BC,7 classroom Elocks

/Dnd 8VH
�� 7rades instrXction sSace

CluVWHU $UUDngHPHnt
�� 5egimented earl\ P9, gaEled EXildings
�� Earl\ classroom Elocks in 6W and 6E TXadrants

CiUFulDWiRn
�� 2Xtdoor Sassages Xnder 0odernist classroom Elocks� 6W �

TRSRgUDSK\
�� 0odernist �and later� Eerming aroXnd EXildings

9HgHWDWiRn
�� 0odernist mass Slantings in 6W TXadrant EetZeen EXildings and at 

Serimeter oI camSXs

BuildingV Dnd 6WUuFWuUHV
�� 6teel constrXction Zorksite
��� CoYered ZalkZa\s
��� Earl\ simSle P9, EXildings�strXctXres
��� 0odernist EXildings oI statXre
��� 6imSle gaEled original P9, EXildings
��� E[Sressed Iorms oI SoZer generation� 6E �
��� ConscioXsl\ Eranding strXctXres associated Zith *ateZa\s
��� Earl\ 0odernist classroom Elocks
 f  emEedded  in 6W �
 f  6W � 
 f  6W �
��� 6atellite dish

9iHZV Dnd 9iVWDV
��� 9ieZ XS toZards /ister AYenXe Irom *oard Wa\� 0odernist 

stacking oI sSaces and YolXmes

CKDUDFWHUiVWiFV in VuSSRUW RI WKH WKHPH )RUP Dnd )unFWiRn
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NE 2 NE 26Satellite dish set in lawn

Early 60s Administration Building Main walkway, west side of campus



��

NE 2 

Classic Modernist imagery from the 60s

Less planned exposure of rooftop equipment

Later Modernist composition of buildings and landscape, west side of campus

Early functional elements (now gone)
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7he Slanning oI the BC,7 BXrnaE\ CamSXs is an accXmXlation 
oI EXilding initiatiYes oYer �� \ears� sometimes reIlecting little 
coordinated Slanning� 7he resXlting camSXs lacks an oYerall 
Sh\sical coherence� EXt Sossesses some  sXrSrising SositiYe 
Sh\sical MX[taSositions�

f 7he regimented Slanning oI the PaciIic 9ocational ,nsti�
tXte�s Iirst EXildings north oI *oard Wa\

f Earl\ 0odernist camSXs Slanning oI classroom Elocks set 
in oSen simSl\ Slanted landscaSes soXth oI *oard Wa\

f CamSXs location and Slanning reIlects Sost�War reliance on 
the aXtomoEile� the camSXs has land enoXgh to alloZ Ior 
acres oI sXrIace Sarking aroXnd the camSXs core

f +istoric e[Sansion oI camSXs soXthZard as more EXilt 
sSace reTXired

f 0ore recent shiIt Irom soXthern e[Sansion to inIill at the 
centre

7\Sical oI SXElicl\ IXnded camSXses in the ProYince� the BC,7 
camSXs shoZs all the signs oI haYing deYeloSed not so mXch 
according to a 0aster Plan� EXt rather in a steS�E\�steS manner 
as IXnding Ior caSital Zorks sSoradicall\ Eecame aYailaEle�  

7he YisXal interest and Slanning challenges oI incremental 
deYeloSment is Eest seen in the melding oI the late ����s 
PaciIic 9ocational ,nstitXte EXildings Zith the earliest ������ 
BC,7 EXildings� 7he contrasting EXilding and Slanning st\les 
are YisXall\ Zelded together Zith the Slacement oI the original 
Administration BXilding �in BC,7 0odernist st\le� on a[is Zith 
a Sarade oI P9, EXildings to the east along English 6treet� 
BXt streets and SathZa\s don�t align north and soXth oI *oard 
Wa\� making an SronoXnced discontinXit\ in the camSXs along 
*oard Wa\�

7he P9, site Slanning Zas a Sragmatic resSonse to the need 
to hoXse trades training Iacilities in an ine[SensiYe manner� 
7he earliest EXildings that made XS the PaciIic 9ocational 
,nstitXte Zere laid oXt as Slainl\ as a militar\ comSoXnd� 
7he regimented� Sh\sicall\ tight� orthogonal Slanning oI the 
P9, camSXs and its simSle EXilding Iorms create one oI the 
strongest Sh\sical clXsters in toda\�s BC,7 camSXs�  ,ts grid 

oI oSen sSace lends an almost XrEan Ieel to the otherZise 
sXEXrEan camSXs� 7he strength oI the P9, clXster alloZs the 
historical Iact oI the PaciIic 9ocational ,nstitXte to remain 
eYident in the larger BC,7 camSXs� 

7he camSXs oXtside oI the P9, camSXs reIlects the more 
oSen 0odernist Slanning t\Sical oI 1orth American camSXses 
EXilt aIter World War ,,� althoXgh ZithoXt the Sretensions oI a 
shoZcase XniYersit\� sXch as 6)8� Eeing Slanned at the time oI 
the EXilding oI BC,7�

7he camSXs Slanning is an e[Sression oI its deYeloSment 
dXring the rise oI the aXtomoEile as the dominant mode oI 
transSortation in 1orth America� ,ts sXEXrEan camSXs la\oXt� 
EXilt in the same Seriod as the Zidening and XSgrading oI 
*randYieZ +ighZa\ �changed to Canada Wa\�� Willingdon 
AYenXe� and the constrXction oI the 7rans�Canada +ighZa\ 
north oI Canada Wa\� IeatXres a Serimeter oI Sarking lots� not 
Xnlike the malls sSreading throXgh the /oZer 0ainland at this 
time� 

7he landscaSe oI the P9, camSXs is almost Xndesigned� there is 
MXst simSle Ilat groXnd EetZeen the regimented EXildings�  7he 
landscaSe oI the rest oI the camSXs generall\ IolloZs 0odernist 
camSXs landscaSing on a EXdget� oSen laZn� and massed 
Slantings� Zide oSen SaYed Sedestrian |Sla]as}� and Eerms 
moXlding the sSaces EetZeen EXildings�

8ntil recentl\ EXilding siting has Eeen an e[ercise in selecting 
sites as close as SossiEle to the core on XnEXilt�XSon land�  
7his led to a sloZ e[Sansion oI the camSXs oXt Irom its 
original comSact core� SarticXlarl\ soXth Zhere land Zas easil\ 
aYailaEle�

BXt more recentl\� e[Sansion taken the Iorm oI densiIication 
oI the core rather more lateral e[Sansion�  PositiYe asSects oI 
this densiIication is the sense oI a critical mass oI SeoSle in 
SXElic sSaces �rather than a Ieeling oI deSoSXlation�� and less 
dominance oI the aXtomoEile on the character oI the camSXs�

)iYH .H\ 3RinWV�

�� 7he MX[taSosition oI and contrast EetZeen the PaciIic 
9ocational ,nstitXte and the earliest BC,7 EXildings is a 
deIining IeatXre oI the camSXs�

�� 7he retention oI a Sh\sical Xnderstanding oI the ����s 
aXtomoEile cXltXre as Sart oI the eYolXtion oI the camSXs 
is imSortant� Zhile estaElishing ��st centXr\ Sedestrian� 
c\cling and transit oSSortXnities�

�� 0anaged incremental deYeloSment can continXe to Ee 
a deIining Srocess Ior camSXs deYeloSment� aYoiding a 
Zholesale destrXction oI the YisXal eYidence oI camSXs 
eYolXtion�  

�� Eclectic e[terior sSaces created E\ incremental camSXs 
EXilding are a comSonent oI camSXs character�

�� Clear gXidelines Zill Ee reTXired Ior ongoing incremental 
e[Sansion and inIill�
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1DWuUDl 6\VWHPV
�� Da\lighted *Xichon Creek

6SDWiDl 2UgDni]DWiRn
�� DeYeloSment oI *ateZa\s into camSXs
�� Placement oI original Administration BXilding ������ on central P9, CamSXs a[is� a 

Sh\sical maniIestation oI the Moining oI P9, and BC,7
�� Placement oI single BC,7 EXilding 6W� ������ shoZing Iirst increment oI 

e[Sansion 
�� ConstrXction oI DiscoYer\ Park Iacilit\ 6E �� seSarate Irom EXt adMacent to 6E 

TXadrant camSXs EXildings

/Dnd 8VH
�� CamSXs 6TXare
�� 2Yerall e[Sansion oI camSXs to accommodate indXstr\ needs �not maSSed�

CulWuUDl TUDdiWiRnV
�� 5ecXrrent Eranding initiatiYes �e�g� cXrrent |BC,7 Zorks} initiatiYe� �not maSSed�

CluVWHU $UUDngHPHnW
�� Wa\Iinding initiatiYe that deIines IoXr TXadrants to the camSXs
��� Wa\Iinding stations aroXnd camSXs �not maSSed�

BuildingV Dnd 6WUuFWuUHV
��� *ateZa\ strXctXres
��� 5e�SXrSosed EXildings �e�g� 1E ��
��� BXildings haYing Xndergone additions and alterations to meet neZ IXnctional needs
��� ,nnoYatiYe strXctXres� �e�g� AIresh +ome� /iYing /aEoratories�
��� ,nnoYatiYe eTXiSment� satellite dishes� Zelding inIrastrXctXre

 9iHZV Dnd 9iVWDV
��� ComSosed YieZs to and throXgh *ateZa\s

CKDUDFWHUiVWiFV in VuSSRUW RI WKH WKHPH InFUHPHnWDl 'HYHlRSPHnW
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PVI “street”Earliest beginnings: BC Vocational School, later named Pacific Vocational Institute Pacific Vocational Institute logoPVI “lane”
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PVI “street” Aerial photo of earliest BCIT buildings, with PVI buildings off to the upper left

Goard Way looking west: the separating line between the planning grids of BCIT and PVI campuses Recent initiatives to form entry points of consequence
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BC,7 endXres as Slace Ior highl\ marketaEle training Ior the 
increasingl\ technical British ColXmEia ZorkSlace� 7he camSXs 
is a collection oI constantl\�XSdating Iacilities� deYeloSed in 
SartnershiS Zith the ProYince and�or SriYate indXstries� to 
SroYide a technicall\ adYanced ZorkIorce and to incXEate neZ 
technologies Ior a comSetitiYe indXstrial econom\�

f 5esSonse to Sost�WW,, technological adYancements in 
local indXstr\

f PartnershiSs Zith ,ndXstr\
f E[Sansion oI Iields oI technical stXdies
f Branding� and the comSetition Ior stXdents

BC,7�s commitment to technological e[cellence Zas created 
in the conte[t oI World War ,,� the Sost�Zar era oI resoXrce 
e[traction indXstries and the Eeginnings oI the sSace race�

7he PaciIic 9ocational ,nstitXte section oI the camSXs �north oI 
*oard Wa\� reIlects the Sost�World War ,, driYe to train skilled 
ciYilian Zorkers in British ColXmEia� ,mmediatel\ IolloZing the 
Zar� retXrning Yeterans Zere oIIered training in skills to al�
loZ them to Iit into the groZing Sost�Zar technological setting� 
)olloZing the 6oYiet 8nion�s laXnch oI the 6SXtnik satellite in  
����� there Zas in the Western Zorld generall\ an added Xr�
genc\ in the driYe to Eoost scientiIic and technological edXca�
tion�

)rom their inceStion Eoth the PaciIic 9ocational ,nstitXte and 
BC,7 cXrricXla Zere designed Zith indXstr\ inSXt� 6teZardshiS 
oI the diSloma Srograms Zas shared Zith indXstr\ reSresenta�
tiYes� and cXrricXla Zere modiIied to sXit changing indXstr\ 
reTXirements�

,t Zas telling that� Irom BC,7�s inceStion Xntil the late ����s� 
the engineering technolog\ Srograms Zere the most soXght 
aIter E\ stXdents� Earl\ coXrses sXch as EXilding technolog\� 
electronics� and instrXmentation Zere Moined E\ comSXting� 
inIormation technolog\ and roEotics Zith the emergence oI 

high�tech indXstries in the ����s�

7he raSid groZth oI stXdent SoSXlation is a reIlection oI the 
times seen in groZing camSXs SoSXlations throXghoXt the 
SroYince� 7he dramatic Sh\sical e[Sansion oI the camSXs 
in the �� \ears aIter ���� are the resXlt oI a need Ior a neZ 
SoSXlation oI skilled Zorkers Zith technical and Yocational 
training to serYice the SroYince�s eYer more innoYatiYe 
indXstrial sector�   

6ince its inceStion in ����� the 7echnolog\ Centre has Eeen 
a hXE oI mXlti�disciSlinar\ research and deYeloSment at 
BC,7� 7he Centre emSlo\s a team oI more than �� IXll�time 
researchers Zorking in Iields ranging Irom hXman Iactors and 
medical deYice deYeloSment to ZeE SerIormance anal\sis and 
natXral health SrodXcts� 

,nIrastrXctXre Ior technological training inclXdes� a IXll�
eTXiSSed radio and teleYision stXdio� Eroadcasting EYolXtion 
����� )0� an aXtomated manXIactXring roEotics laE� the 
onl\ Prosthetics and 2rthotics training Srogram in Western 
Canada� the 7echnolog\ Centre dedicated to aSSlied high tech 
research and deYeloSment� Western Canada�s onl\ 0arine 
Engine 5oom 6imXlator� Zhich SroYides trXe�to�liIe training Ior 
marine engineers� Canada�s Iirst ConIXciXs ,nstitXte� aZarded 
E\ China�s 1ational 2IIice� teaching Chinese langXages and 
cXltXre to increase trade and toXrism� the Centre Ior the 
AdYancement oI *reen 5ooI 7echnolog\� an interactiYe Iire 
simXlation theatre� and a IXll\ oSerational SXlS mill� 

7he cXrrent Eranding initiatiYe � BC,7 Works � reIlects the tZin 
concerns oI the institXtion to continXe to SroYide e[cellent 
edXcational serYices geared to the BC ZorkSlace� and to 
maintain its SoSXlar reSXtation Ior doing so� in the Iace oI eYer�
increasing diSloma Srograms in a mXltitXde oI Sost�secondar\ 

edXcational camSXses in the /oZer 0ainland�

)iYH .H\ 3RinWV�

�� 7he camSXs can Ee seen as a record oI the stead\ 
e[Sansion and changes to BC,7�s cXrricXlXm in resSonse to 
,ndXstr\ needs Ior skilled technicians� Close ties to indXstr\ 
and EXsiness meant that the constrXction oI Iacilities 
IolloZed the traMector\ oI the BC econom\�

�� 9estiges oI earl\ designed landscaSes reIlect Zider 
aesthetic and design trends� Zhile green rooIs and re�
estaElished natiYe Slant material reYeal a commitment to 
��st centXr\ sXstainaEilit\ conceSts� 

�� 7he continXXm oI EXildings� strXctXres and small�scale 
elements are imSortant in their indication oI changes in 
indXstr\�

�� 1eZl\ constrXcted and re�SXrSosed EXildings haYe adaSted 
to indXstrial and technological innoYation and change�

�� A ke\ IeatXre oI the institXtion�s innoYation Ior indXstr\ is 
the e[tent oI its reach oII camSXs �seen in sXch SroMects 
as a salmonoid enhancement Iacilit\ deYeloSed E\ BC,7 
stXdents on the 6e\moXr riYer�� 



��

6SDWiDl 2UgDni]DWiRn
�� /inear corridors created E\ the arrangement oI the original P9, strXctXres
�� *roXSing oI EXildings Zith similar technical cXrricXla and Xses �not maSSed�
�� )it oI the EXildings into the sloSed toSograSh\ oI the camSXs �not maSSed�

/Dnd 8VH
�� BXilding Eoom to accommodate the inIlX[ oI Yocational stXdents �not maSSed�
�� Parking lots associated Zith camSXs groZth and aXtomoEile Xse �not maSSed�
�� Designed landscaSing �not maSSed�

CulWuUDl TUDdiWiRnV
�� Association Zith national Solic\ Ior sXSSort oI retXrning Yeterans �not maSSed�

CluVWHU $UUDngHPHnW
�� 2riginal P9, collection and groXSing oI EXildings

CiUFulDWiRn
�� 5oadZa\ s\stem that accesses the entire camSXs
��� *enerall\ linear arrangement oI internal roadZa\s and SathZa\s �not maSSed�

9HgHWDWiRn
��� 5eintrodXced natiYe Slant commXnities
��� *reen rooIs

BuildingV Dnd 6WUuFWuUHV
��� 2riginal P9, EXildings
��� BXildings SarticXlarl\ reIlecting the technological  � innoYatiYe natXre oI the 

camSXs
��a 0echanical technologies� Eiotechnolog\� indXstrial instrXmentation
��E Centre Ior ASSlied 5esearch and ,nnoYation �.A5,�
��c Broadcast centre and comSXter laEs
��d 7echnolog\ Place
��e Electrical training centre
��I ,B0 EXilding
��g Process control
��h Centre Ior EnYironmental Ecolog\

CRnVWUuFWHd :DWHU )HDWuUHV
��� CXlYerting oI *Xichon Creek to accommodate camSXs e[Sansion

6PDll�VFDlH )HDWuUHV
��� 8se oI indXstrial materials
��� E[terior EXilding and landscaSe elements that reIlect technological Xses 

�not maSSed�
f 6atellite dishes
f 5ooItoS Yents
f 0achiner\ shoS EloZers and Yents
f 6torage tanks

��d
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Nursing students 1967 (BCIT)Instrumentation lab 1984 (BCIT)Satellite dish set in lawn
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2012 branding campaign (BCIT)BCIT’s Discovery Park: a successful partnership with research oriented industryIBM Building, SE6
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BXilding sSeciIicall\ Ior SositiYe IacXlt\ and stXdent camSXs 
liIe came Zith time on camSXs�  Design Ior more than SXrel\ 
instrXctional sSace and oIIices Saralleled the deYeloSment oI 
a more co�edXcational camSXs SoSXlation� and the need to 
SroYide an attractiYe camSXs enYironment to attract IacXlt\ and 
stXdents in the increasingl\ comSetitiYe Iield oI Sost�secondar\ 
technical training�

f Changes in stXdent and IacXlt\ demograShics �men�Zomen� 
immigrants� etc��

f 7he increasing role oI social sSace oYer the decades
f CamSXs clXEs� social eYents� the /ink neZsSaSer
f 1aming oI camSXs Slaces Ior imSortant SeoSle in BC,7�s 

histor\
f Creating social sSaces

7he Sresent�da\ camSXs is a record oI the deYeloSment oI 
an increasingl\ social sSace Ior IacXlt\ and stXdent liIe�  7he 
earliest Sart oI the P9, and BC,7 camSXses �north and soXth 
oI *oard Wa\� Zere straightIorZard collections oI instrXctional 
sSaces� set in a semi�rXral setting ZithoXt mXch in the Za\ oI 
social amenities� there Zere no shoSs� SXEs� or coIIee shoSs 
Zithin eas\ Zalking distance�  Earl\ camSXs social sSace Zas 
imSroYised Irom indoor and oXtdoor sSace not sSeciIicall\ 
designed Ior social connection� 7he camSXs Zas then MXst a 
Slace to giYe� take� or administer instrXction � � � and then leaYe�

1orth oI *oard Wa\� the laZn�coYered sSaces Zithin the 
regimented earl\ P9, comSoXnd are dimensionall\ comSaraEle 
to small streets� \et neYer Srogrammed or detailed Ior social 
gathering� 6imilarl\� the earliest BC,7 classroom and oIIice 
Elocks soXth oI *oard Wa\ Zere conceiYed almost solel\ as 
sSace in sXSSort oI instrXctional Srograms�  7hese EXildings 
Zere set in e[SansiYe oSen laZns according to the landscaSing 
aesthetic oI the times� an aesthetic that Zas not at all 
condXciYe to making Slaces Ior social gathering�  

2Xtdoor Slaces Ior sociali]ing Zere Iorged Irom Zhat oSen 

sSace there coXld Ee IoXnd�  Design oI these sSaces Zas 
rXdimentar\ or non�e[istent� XsXall\ limited to the SroYision oI 
Sre�manXIactXred Sicnic taEles� taEles� and Eenches�  /ater 
oSen sSaces deYeloSed on camSXs continXed to IeatXre mostl\ 
SaYed ZalkZa\s and  laZns or landscaSing not conIigXred in a 
Za\ to Ioster social gathering� 

1ot Xntil there Zere EXildings sSeciIicall\ EXilt Ior stXdent 
serYices in ���� �recreational and Iood serYices� and hoXsing� 
that it coXld Ee said that there Zas a conscioXs EXilding Ior 
e[tra�cXrricXlar stXdent liIe�  Beginning in the mid�����s 
stXdent commXnit\ liIe inclXded on�site stXdent hoXsing in the 
soXthZest oI the camSXs� oYerlooking the sSorts Iield�

0ore recent initiatiYes to Slan Ior social gathering is Eest 
shoZn in the deYeloSment oI the Sla]a and adMacent central 
indoor Iood and social YenXe in the recentl\ renoYated 6W� 
EXilding� ,t marks the conscioXs driYe Ior a camSXs that Zill 
continXe to attract IacXlt\ and stXdents in the increasingl\ 
comSetitiYe Sost�secondar\ edXcational institXtion market� 
7here are noZ seYen Iood oXtlets IoXnd throXghoXt the camSXs 
� inclXding a SXE � as Zell as the indoor and oXtdoor sSort and 
recreation Iacilities at the soXth end oI the camSXs�

)iYH .H\ 3RinWV�

�� 8nSrogrammed oSen sSaces created in Sart E\ the 
XnSlanned incremental natXre oI camSXs deYeloSment haYe 
resXlted in eclectic social sSaces and the Sotential Ior the 
creation oI others in the IXtXre�

�� 7he increasingl\ social natXre oI the camSXs ensXred the 
eYolXtion oI oXtdoor sSace � inclXsion oI Sicnic taEles� 
Eenches� actiYities sSilling oXt into the aYailaEle landscaSe 
is an imSortant characteristic�

�� 7he SroYision oI sSorts� recreational and social Iacilities 
has changed the natXre oI the camSXs� most recentl\ in the 
da\lighting oI *Xichon Creek Zith its accomSan\ing trails 
and oXtdoor seating areas�

�� 2ngoing SroYision oI a more diYerse Yariet\ oI stXdent 
sSaces� Iacilities and Srograms are imSortant to attract and 
retain a Zide Yariet\ oI stXdents�

�� ,ncreasingl\ stXdent Yoices haYe Eeen heard throXgh 
oXtreach throXgh means sXch as stXdent goYernment� 
neZsSaSer� radio and internet�



��

1DWuUDl 6\VWHPV
�� 5ecreational oSen sSace associated Zith *Xichon Creek

6SDWiDl 2UgDni]DWiRn
�� 6Sorts Iield� tennis coXrts associated Zith hoXsing and 5ec Centre
�� CamSXs 6TXare created at intersection oI *oard Wa\ and /ister AYenXe 
�� ,nIormal gathering sSaces �sXch as gaSs EetZeen original P9, EXildings� 

coXrt\ards�

/Dnd 8VH
�� 6Sorts Iield� tennis coXrts� 6tXdent Athletic Centre
�� 6tXdent +oXsing
�� 6tXdent Association

CulWuUDl TUDdiWiRnV
�� 6ocial Xse oI intersection oI *oard Wa\ and /ister AYenXe resXlted in creation 

oI CamSXs 6TXare
�� Drinking and eating estaElishments on camSXs

CluVWHU $UUDngHPHnW
��� 0aTXinna stXdent hoXsing clXster on hillside Zest oI sSorts Iield� and clXster 

comSrised oI 6E ��� ��� and ��

CiUFulDWiRn
��� CoYered ZalkZa\s leading to centre oI camSXs Irom Sarking lots
��� Bic\cle Sath

TRSRgUDSK\
��� +illside Xsed Ior siting oI clXstered stXdent hoXsing
��� 2Xtdoor terrace Zith taEles and chairs oYerlooking CamSXs 6TXare

9HgHWDWiRn
��� CommXnit\ garden at 6E��

BuildingV Dnd 6WUuFWuUHV
��� 6tXdent hoXsing
��� /iErar\ and learning commons

9iHZV Dnd 9iVWDV
��� 9ieZs to indoor and oXtdoor social gathering sSaces

CRnVWUuFWHd :DWHU )HDWuUHV
��� Pool Zithin *Xichon Creek near 5ecreation Centre

6PDll�VFDlH )HDWuUHV
��� Areas oI oXtdoor seating� inclXding Sicnic taEles
��� Wa\Iinding stations �not maSSed�
��� Emergenc\ Shone stations �not maSSed�
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Outdoor dining in the 70s Above and Below: BCIT students in tech labs 
and doing field work in Guichon Creek

Outdoor cafeteria space at SE12Outdoor dining terrace near library
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Student centre in new wing of SE02Student Activity Centre

Playing field, with Maquinna Residences  in the background Recently completed infill development at core of campus Gateway structure, east side of campus
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CXrrent Sractices in creating design gXidelines alloZs neZ 
EXildings and constrXction in an historic Slace to reIlect and 
sSeak aEoXt the time in Zhich the\ Zere designed z mXch as 
the cXrrent EXilding on the BC,7 camSXs do� 7he camSXs is 
eYolYing� it is not a mXseXm oEMect� and there is a dXt\ in the 
design oI neZ EXildings� additions to non�heritage EXildings� 
and neZ XrEan sSaces to resSond to changing Za\s oI learning� 
Zorking� liYing and Sla\ing�

,n keeSing Zith the oYerall theme oI innoYation and change 
that is the hallmark oI BC,7� design gXidelines shoXld Ee 
created that Sromote innoYatiYe contemSorar\ architectXre and 
landscaSe architectXre that resSonds to the historic and cXrrent 
character oI the camSXs� 7his can Ee achieYed E\ encoXraging 
a scale oI deYeloSment and intensit\ oI Xse that is comSatiEle 
Zith the e[isting camSXs� \et tells its oZn stor\ consistent Zith 
its Slace and time� 6Xch a non�SrescriStiYe aSSroach Xsed in 
conMXnction Zith an Xnderstanding oI the historic character oI 
the camSXs Zill \ield creatiYe solXtions XniTXel\ sXited to the 
Slace�

7he design Srocess can sXSSort heritage conserYation E\ 
IolloZing these steSs�

�� 8nderstand heritage YalXe and character
�� ProSose a design aSSroach that takes into accoXnt the 

heritage YalXe and character
�� ConsXlt e[isting stXdies sXch as the CamSXs 0aster Plan 

and White PaSer

DeIining and maSSing the historical eYolXtion oI the BC,7 
camSXs has resXlted in a list oI ke\ elements that helS to 
deIine the character oI the camSXs� 7hese elements shoXld 
Ee considered in IXtXre Slanning and design actions� Eoth as 
IeatXres to Ee retained Zhere SossiEle� and as a starting Soint 
Ior neZ design and camSXs e[Sansion�

7he IolloZing character�deIining elements that contriEXte to the 
character oI the BC,7 camSXs SroYide a starting Soint Ior the 
creation oI a set oI design gXidelines sSeciIicall\ sXited to the 
camSXs�

f Contrast EetZeen P9, � BC,7 camSXses
f 6cale oI oSen sSaces
f Eclectic sSatial TXalit\ dXe to incremental groZth
f ����s modernist EXildings and their Xses � classrooms� 

IXnctioning laEs and shoSs
f /a\ering oI the groXnd Slane
f *rade changes at diIIerent scales
f )Xnctioning landmarks � satellite dishes� smokestacks� 

EloZers� Yents
f 5eSeated EXilding Xnits
f 8ses reIlected in the EXildings
f CoYered ZalkZa\s

.e\ asSects oI the heritage character oI the camSXs� can 
inIlXence IXtXre camSXs Slanning and e[Sansion Zhile 
resSecting that heritage character and considering it as 
insSiration Ior neZ Zork�

�� 39I CDPSuV 

BXildings
f 5ecogni]e the distinctness oI the P9, camSXs Slanning 

in the 1E TXadrant E\ considering design gXidelines 
that are diIIerent Irom the rest oI the camSXs� and 
Zhich EXild on the characteristics oI the original P9, 
EXildings and landscaSe�

f Characteristic Iorm oI these EXildings� simSle large 
gaEle rooI Iorms reSeated Ior neighEoXring EXildings

f Characteristic details inclXde Xse oI metal sheet 
cladding� doors and ZindoZs� and e[Sosed eTXiSment 
related to the IXnctions oI the EXildings� large sliding 
doors IreTXentl\ Sresent sXrSrising YieZs into 
immediatel\ adMacent laE or ZorkshoS sSace�

f DeYeloS YisXal and social interest in the TXadrant E\ 
reYealing the Zorkings oI eTXiSment and trades Zork in 
this area�

2Sen 6Sace
f E[Sloit the XniTXe TXalit\ to the oSen sSaces EetZeen 

the traditional EXilding Iorms� Zhich are Xnlike the oSen 
sSaces elseZhere on camSXs Ior their intimac\ and 
characteristic as street grid Sattern�

f Consider reinIorcing the character oI this TXadrant 
E\ adhering to the simSle grid Sattern oI the oSen 
sSace� and the the simSle IootSrints and Iorms oI the 
EXildings�
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�� TKH (DUl\ 0RdHUniVW CDPSuV

BXildings
f 5ecogni]e that the earl\ 0odernist camSXs architectXre 

Irom the ����s in the 6E� 6W� and 1W TXadrants 
is the dominant aesthetic in these areas� and can 
Ee YieZed as the heritage character in these areas� 
BXilding Iinishes are simSle� emSlo\ing concrete� metal 
ZindoZs� glass and sSandrel glass or Sanels

f 5ecogni]e the imSortance and scale oI the ����s 
Administration BXilding in Iorging a Iormal link EetZeen 
the BC,7 and P9, camSXses� the EXilding itselI is a 
mostl\ intact artiIact Irom the ����s� and is a YalXaEle 
remnant oI the the earl\ camSXs�

2Sen 6Sace
f 5ecogni]e the TXalities oI the 0odernist oSen sSaces� 

the hard landscaSing and the massed Slanting oIten in 
scXlSted sloSes and Eerms�

�� InVWiWuWiRnDl iPDgHU\�EUDnding

BXildings
f 5ecogni]e that the strongest imager\ oI the camSXs 

is not the resXlt oI oYertl\ Eranded architectXre� EXt 
rather tZo coherent Eodies oI Zork Zith consistent 
aesthetics� the P9, camSXs� and the ����s 0odernist 
BC,7 camSXs�

f Also strong institXtional imager\ is deriYed Irom the 
e[Sression oI technolog\ in the architectXre and 
strXctXres � Ee it mechanical or electrical eTXiSment 
or  XnXsXal and e[SressiYe strXctXres related to the 
edXcational Srogram �sXch as the steel constrXction 
strXctXre at the east end oI the old P9, Srecinct�

2Sen 6Sace
f As Zith the EXildings� the strongest oSen sSace 

character relates to the P9, camSXs and the 0odernist 
landscaSes oI the earl\ BC,7 camSXs

f 7he P9, oSen sSace is Yer\ XniTXe� Zith its YalXe 
l\ing in the simSle hXman�scaled sSaces EetZeen the 
EXildings� and the sXrSrise deriYed Irom seeing throXgh 
oSen Earn doors into shoSs Zith interesting eTXiSment�

f 7he Eroad SaYed areas oI the earl\ BC,7 camSXs are 
ke\ to the image oI the camSXs� Zith their Ereadth� 
these areas are XnderXtili]ed� their strength is that the\ 
haYe Sotential as intimate social sSaces�

�� 6uVWDinDEiliW\�(nYiURnPHnWDliVP

BXildings
f 7here are alread\ e[amSles oI enYironmental EXilding 

technologies Eeing disSla\ed in the architectXre oI the 
camSXs� EXt more coXld Ee done Ior aSSlications to 
institXtional EXilding Iorms�

f 5ecogni]e that the re�Xse oI EXildings can Ee a Yer\ 
sXstainaEle aSSroach to EXilding� and can Ee Sromoted 
as sXch�

2Sen 6Sace
f 7he great e[amSle oI sXstainaEilit\�enYironmentalism 

Eeing disSla\ed in the oSen sSace is the da\lighting oI 
*Xichon Creek�  5ecogni]e that this ZatercoXrse has 
more Sotential as a IorXm Ior teaching and sXSSorting 
sXstainaEilit\ and enYironmental concerns�

f A great challenge and Sotential Ior BC,7 ZoXld Ee 
to Sromote the camSXs as e[Serimental site Ior 
enYironmental sXstainaEilit\ and Slace Ior sXstainaEilit\ 
research� What can Ee done Zith the classic 0odernist 
landscaSe to reinYigorate its e[Sanses Zhile adYancing 
the latest landscaSing technologies"

f 5ecogni]e the the re�Xse oI landscaSe sSaces and 
materials is seen to Ee a sXstainaEle aSSroach to 
EXilding�

�� 6RFiDl 6SDFH

BXildings
f 7here has Eeen a e[erted eIIort to imSroYe the 

sociaEilit\ oI interior sSaces� this eIIort shoXld Ee 
continXed in the Slanning oI an\ neZ EXildings or 
initiatiYes Ior the re�Xse oI e[isting EXildings� 

2Sen 6Sace
f 0Xch oI the 0odernist hard landscaSing is Xnder�

Xtili]ed as social sSace� EXt Zith great Sotential�  0an\ 
large SaYed areas are in sheltered locations� good Ior 
their relatiYe calmness�  A concerted eIIort coXld Ee 
made to make these areas YalXaEle inIormal social 
gathering sSaces�

f 2Xtdoor recreational sSace� Srimaril\ at the soXth end 
oI the camSXs� is to Ee recogni]ed Ior its Sotential as 
imSortant social sSace�

�� )iniVKHV Dnd 'HWDiling

BXildings

f AdoSt a Solic\ oI comSatiEilit\ and distingXishaEilit\ in neZ 
constrXction� BXild on the Salette oI materials IoXnd in the 
classic 0odernist EXilding� and integrate into detailing the 
e[Sression oI the materials 

f AdoSt neZ innoYatiYe materials Zith an e\e to comSatiEilit\ 
Zith the e[isting material Salette

f Consider a IocXs on material innoYations �sSirit oI 
0odernism� Ee on sXstainaEilit\ � the agenda oI 
contemSorar\ societ\

f ContinXe to haYe architectXre� materials� Iinished and 
details reIlect EXilding Xses �sSirit oI 0odernism�

Campus landscaping 1969 (BCIT)




