
Volunteer your way to a better career 
path 

You might not think that volunteering has a lot to do with developing your career, but the benefits of 
volunteering extend in many directions, including career enhancement. 

• When you reach out to others through volunteer work, you not only touch their lives but also your 
own. Putting something back into society can pay enormous dividends to you in terms of your 
self-esteem and personal outlook. 

• Volunteering can be amazingly beneficial to your work life as well.  Taken together, you’re 
personal and work life is your career – the road you choose to take through life. 

• There are many forms of volunteer work, so you should have little difficulty finding something you 
find personally meaningful. 

• Volunteer work is much like regular work; it requires time, commitment and effort. If you are doing 
it just because it will look good on your resume, you will probably find it more exhausting than 
fulfilling. 

So find something you feel strongly about and go for it.  Lead with your heart and the results will be 
positive. Although altruism is its own reward, the truth is that there are many personal and professional 
benefits that can come from volunteering. 

 

Expand your network, improve your qualifications 

John Donne said, “No man is an island.” While he said this long before the information age shrank the 
globe, it’s most certainly true in British Columbia’s labour market today. 

Networking and experience – helping the people you know and accepting their help to advance 
mutual goals – has become a critical factor in personal and work-related success. Volunteering expands 
your circle of contacts and connects you with people you might never otherwise meet. You will find that 
you’re not only putting something back into society; you’re also building a larger network of people who 
are seeing you at your best. Volunteering enlarges our network, giving us great new assets as we work 
toward career success. 

Enhanced resume and positive exposure – Volunteer activities also enhance your 
professional resume and complement your work activities. Employers are looking for evidence of 
character and commitment, and what better advertisement for both than your unpaid activities on behalf 
of society? Exposure is of course, a two- edged sword. It is strongly positive if you believe in the cause 
you are working just for selfish reasons. Others are going to notice this and it won’t help your career.  
Believe in what you do – that way, your volunteer efforts will a positive difference to society and 
to your own success. 

 

 

 




