
Using the Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE) Digital Library 
 

The SAE Digital Library is a vast repository of authoritative technical content. It references thousands of SAE 
Technical Papers covering the latest advances and research in all areas of mobility engineering including ground 
vehicle, aerospace, off-highway, and manufacturing technology. Sample coverage includes fuels and lubricants, 
emissions, electronics, brakes, restraint systems, noise, engines, materials, lighting, and more. From the Library Home 
Page, select Electronic Resources, Databases & Indexes, S on the Alphabetical Listing, and then SAE Digital Library.  
 
 
Basic Search 
 
When you open the database, the Basic Search window will be displayed.  Although a Basic Search is the simplest 
way to search, it is not the best way of obtaining specific results, because all fields in all records are searched, and all 
records containing your term(s) are retrieved, regardless of where the term appears, when the document was 
published or whether it is full-text or not.  
 

• Type in a word(s) or number, 
hit ENTER or GO. 

• To search a phrase, enter it in 
quotes, e.g. “brake fluid”.  

• If you use Boolean operators, 
you must use the operator 
symbols, not the words. 
Example: & instead of and. 
See help/search tips for a list 
of symbols. 

  

 
 
Field Search  
 
A better way to obtain specific results is doing a Field Search. This option allows you to conduct a search within a 
particular data field of a document, rather than search the entire summary of every document.  
 

 
 
• Type a word, name, or number into the box next to the field(s) you want the database to search. This will retrieve 

only documents that have matching term(s) in these specific field(s). The Field Search allows you to enter one 
term per field; a logical "AND" is applied to the search if terms are entered into more than one field.  

• When searching on Publication Date, follow this format: MM-DD-YYYY. You may also enter a range of dates using 
the greater than (>) and less than (<) signs for "after" and "before". You will be able to retrieve mostly full-text 
technical papers by limiting your search to publications after 1997 (enter >1997 in the Publication Date field).  

• Important note: full-text is ONLY available for technical papers! 

November 2003 1 
Fields



Hit List  
 
After performing a search, a list of all documents matching your search criteria will be displayed.  The maximum 
number of hits is 500, and 20 documents are displayed at a time. Click on More (at the bottom of the screen) to see 
the next 20 in the list.  
 

 
 
 
 
Sorting the Hit List  
 
After a basic search, the result list is displayed in ranked order (greatest number of terms matched) while after a field 
search, the list is presented in order of document number. You can sort the list by any of the column headings.  

• Select the Document No. up or down arrow to put the list in ascending or descending numerical order.  
• Select Pub Date up or down arrow to put the document in oldest or newest first order. 
• Select Document Title up or down arrow to sort them alphabetically A-Z or Z-A by the first word.  
• Select Group Sorts up or down arrow to sort them by Information group (books, reports, etc.) 

 
 
Document Summary  
 
To view the summary of an individual document, select the document number in the result list. The document will be 
displayed at the point where a search term was found (search terms are highlighted). 
 
 

 

 Search term 

 
Author link 

 
Links are provided in some fields. Selecting a link (underlined term, e.g. the Author Link) will bring up a list of all th
documents that have the same information in that field.  

If full-text is available, you will see this icon on the top right corner . Click on it to view the document.   
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